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The private business sector using forest resources said it wanted to bank on any
incentives offered through Indonesia's new REDD proposal on emission reductions.

"It is better to provide incentives to individuals, communities or companies who
are committed to maintain and utilize forests through sustainable forest
management," said Nana Suparna from the natural forest production division of
the Association of Indonesian Forest Concessionaires (APHI).

TD
"Applying the REDD scheme to natural forests will not guarantee its
sustainability."

The Reducing Emission from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) scheme would be
offered by Indonesia at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change Conference (UNFCCC) to be held in Bali from Dec. 3 to 14.

If accepted and implemented, the scheme would see developed countries commit to
providing financial incentives those developing countries able to avoid
deforestation and degradation.

But Nana said it was up to the REDD mechanism to set the types of incentives for
private business.

Discussions at the two-day workshop hinted incentives would most likely be in
the form of money per ton of carbon.

Sustainability director with Asia Pacific Resources International Holdings Ltd
(APRIL) Neil Franklin said all stakeholders, including companies performing well
in efforts to reduce emissions from deforestation and degradation, should
receive incentives via the REDD scheme.

"Sustainable management (of forest concessions) that can retain carbon and even
(isolate carbon) is very valuable."

Nana also said the provision of incentives might encourage stakeholders to
formulate best-practice and environment-friendly ways of utilizing forests, with
a focus on long-term conservation.

"Such motivation is not yet available, (and this is) affecting the forestry
industry's survival," he said.

"There were about 600 forest concessionaires in the past while currently there
are only 200 with 50 percent of them are active."

Derom Bangun, executive chairman of the Indonesian Palm Oil Association (GAPKI)
said the REDD scheme should also take into account land needed for the
businesses.

"Certain areas with high conservation values definitely need to be maintained as
national parks, permanent forest and conservation sanctuaries for endangered
species," he said.

"Outside these areas, REDD should allocate land for oil palm plantations."

Nana said he agreed with Derom, saying the "natural forests" term was still too
broad.

"As some of the so-called natural forests have been destroyed due to strong
surrounding pressures, I think it is better to convert these forests to be
industrial ones," he said.

"The biodiversity of a (one species only) industrial forest would be less than a
natural forest but much better than neglected land."
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With her friendly face and familiarity with forest conservation issues, Frances
J. Seymour, the director general of the Center for International Forestry
Research (CIFOR), immediately inspires confidence and trust.

The first woman to head CIFOR's office in Bogor, West Java, in 1993, Seymour,
who was born in North Carolina, U.S., in 1959, has served the Bogor branch for
just one year.

TD
Previously, she was institutions and governance program director of the World
Resources Institute (WRI), Washington D.C., from 1998 to 2006.

A fluent speaker of Indonesian, French, Spanish and German, Seymour graduated
from the University of North Caroline at Chapel Hill in May 1981 with a Bachelor
of Science. In June 1986 she earned a Master's in Public Affairs from Princeton
University.

"I'm interested in forestry because I like nature. As a child I frequently
trekked through the woods, admiring the scenery. It was only when I grew up that
I really understood the important connection between nature conservation and
people's welfare, particularly forest communities. When I visited Nepal in my
college years, I further realized it's not a technical matter of wildlife
management. The economic and political aspects of reconciling conservation with
community interests are involved," she said.

Asked about the effect of forest destruction in Indonesia on the world
environment in the form of global warming, Seymour said: "The whole world has
been aware of the link between forest fires and global warming for the last few
years, and Indonesia has the same status as other countries with vast forests
and fairly high rates of deforestation, let alone its possession of around 26
million hectares of peatland.

"That's why Indonesia has a high profile in discussions on emissions as a source
of global warming, because peatland emits a lot more gases into the atmosphere,
not only from vegetation on the soil surface when catching fire but also from
peat organic matter, while deforestation in Indonesia takes place at a greater
pace than in other countries," Seymour said.

When asked how Indonesia could help overcome global warming, Seymour pointed to
the country's interests other than global warming, such as forest conservation
for the purposes of improving the welfare of local communities and preventing
forest fires, because any wildfire will harm the health of Indonesian people
themselves while also inviting complaints from neighboring countries. "I think
the solution is in the hands of the Forestry Ministry and cooperation with
relevant agencies is required, because Indonesia has been undergoing
decentralization in the last 10 years. But it is necessary to describe the
institutions responsible for forest damage and how control should be conducted.
We will present a paper in Bali in December on the root cause of deforestation,
which may be unlike what is apparent. A CIFOR study reveals that large
investments in pulp increases wood demand and when supply from timber estates is
low, the material may be illegally derived from natural forests," she added.

So if the international community wishes to see proper forest conservation in
Indonesia, there should be additional budgetary funds for forest management,
which is on the agenda of the Bali meeting under the program for Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation in Developing Countries (REDD) as a global
mechanism to provide financial assistance.

However, according to Seymour, far more significant than the global mechanism is
the process of planning by local and national institutions, which should be
better organized and transparent so that the public will be informed, for
instance, of schemes for forest conversion into oil palm estates or new
investment projects.

Showing great concern about the life of forest communities and fully aware of
the condition of Indonesian forests, she repeatedly emphasized the need to
conserve forests and promote the welfare of people around them.

Seymour, assigned in Indonesia during the period of 1987-1992, has noticed a
number of changes in the country in the last 20 years.

"I always have to check whether my understanding of bureaucratic functions and
politics is correct, because some developments are now drastically different,
which is hard for me. Despite my five years of experience, I still have to
learn. "

As CIFOR's director general, she expressed her disappointment at having no
opportunity yet to tour Indonesian forests as she had done in previous
assignments. "I'm responsible for the conservation of forests throughout the
world so today, for instance, I have to fly to Zambia and later visit Europe to
meet with donors, next year it may be Brazil as we have staff in Latin America,
so there is almost no time left for field surveys in my present position of
nearly a year in Indonesia. I'm very eager to see the forests of Kalimantan and
Papua and other places. It is a debt I have to settle."

In carrying out her duties, Seymour has the full support of her family,
particularly her husband, Michael J. Kopetski, a one-time U.S. congressman from
the Democratic Party.

"My spouse supports my job. As a former democratic congressman representing a
district in the state of Oregon, he also has a forestry background and is more
experienced in conservation, so he gives me considerable encouragement," she
said.

Seymour also revealed how she first met her husband: "I first met Mike when we
were working in our own gardens as we lived as neighbors in Washington. We both
love plants; while Mike was fond of growing roses in his rose garden, I
preferred vegetables."


