Gmail 
Michael Coren <michaelcorenyale@gmail.com>

Fw: [INCL English] Indonesian Nature Conservation newsLetter 10-49a

1 message

mboccucci@worldbank.org <mboccucci@worldbank.org> 
Tue, Dec 18, 2007 at 5:36 PM

To: guntur.cp@gmail.com, michaelcorenyale@gmail.com

INCL quasi special issue on REDD ...

----- Forwarded by Mario Boccucci/Person/World Bank on 12/18/2007 04:28 PM -----

            "[INCL English]"

            <incl.contact@gmail

            .com>                                                           To

            Sent by:                    INCL_English_Text@googlegroups.com

            INCL_English_Text@g                                             cc

            ooglegroups.com

                                                                       Subject

                                        [INCL English] Indonesian Nature

            12/18/2007 10:21 AM         Conservation newsLetter 10-49a

             Please respond to

            INCL_English_Text-o

            wner@googlegroups.c

                    om

[Image]The Indonesian Nature Conservation newsLetter (INCL) is a non-profit

internet e-mail list for announcements and news about topics related to

nature conservation in Indonesia. Messages appear in digest format and are

sent out once a week in both English and bahasa Indonesia, text or HMTL

format (English and bahasa Indonesia editions differ and are not just

translations).  English version of INCL was first published as the
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1. CALL: Call For Evidence - Review On The Economics of Biodiversity Loss

At Potsdam in March 2007, the Environment Ministers of the G8+5 countries

agreed to initiate the development of a Review on the economic significance

of the global loss of biological diversity, similar to the influential

Stern Review on the economics of climate change commissioned by the UK

government. This is expected to be an important and high profile study with

high level patronage.

The Commission is supporting Germany with the preparatory work for the

Review on the Economics of Biodiversity Loss.

The Review will be conducted in two phases, with a preparatory phase

running up to the Ninth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on

Biological Diversity in Bonn, Germany, in May 2008. As part of the

preparatory work, the Commission has launched a web-based Call for Evidence

on the Economics of Biodiversity Loss

(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/call_evidence.htm

). The call is

open until end December 2007.

It is most important to promote a strong response to this call for

evidence. I would therefore greatly appreciate your kind assistance in

communicating this call to relevant stakeholders as soon as possible.

On behalf of Ladislav Miko,

Protecting the Natural Environment

Director, DG ENV

Eds. Thanks to Lydia Napitupulu for forwarding it

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. REJOINDER: Green Groups Want End to Mining in Forests

No one disputes the useful role that environmental groups play in civil

society but, when brazenly misused 'facts' are used to make a point, they

undermine their own credibility and, potentially also, undermine projects

that could bring untold benefits to the people of Indonesia.

The overall impression conveyed in the article is that mining is destroying

Indonesia's forests: ?The groups said that as of 2001, there were 158

licenses of large-scale mining operation that converted 11.4 million

hectares of protected forests out of a total 30 million hectares.? and,

?Currently, there are 13 mining companies that have obtained operation

licenses from the government through a 2004 presidential decree. It is

estimated that the companies have released between 185 and 251 million tons

of carbon to the atmosphere.?

Comment:

 1. The Price Waterhouse annual survey, which represents a significant

    portion of Indonesia's mine production, reports 19 producing companies

    in 2001 (20 in 2006). In addition there were 22 exploration companies

    in 2001 (16 in 2006); but exploration is not mining. Where does the

    figure of 158 large-scale mining licenses come from?

 2. The reference to 11.4 million hectares of protected forests being

    converted to large-scale mining is obviously a misleading reference to

    exploration areas contained in contracts of work and other permits.

    Again, exploration is not mining; only a minuscule number of trees are

    ever logged in the exploration phase. Taking my own company as an

    example, whilst we have a 96,000 hectare exploration concession, any

    mine developed (even a very large one) would be just a small dot on a

    map of this area. So mining is not destroying Indonesia's forests. The

    confusion of exploration with mining might be a convenient way to make

    an emotive point but, to put these fundamentally different activities

    in the same 'bag', is nothing short of irrational and is blatantly

    misleading.

 3. To the best of my knowledge, most of the 13 companies referred as

    getting mining licenses are not even in production, in light of which

    it would be interesting to know the methodology used to arrive at the

    estimate of 185 and 251 million tons of carbon emissions they are

    supposedly responsible for.

 4. The views expressed in the article are an old millennium mindset of

    'environment or mining'. The new millennium is all about 'mining &

    environment': how the two can be made to work for the long term

    benefit of human society. It sees people as being more important than

    trees, whilst acknowledging that trees are important to people.

The real tragedy of an article like this is that it promotes attitudes

which can ultimately be far more destructive to people than any trees that

might be lost. This is because those attitudes can result in projects being

stopped or delayed; projects that could give jobs and training to people,

stimulate development in the provinces, and provide the government with

much needed revenue to fund the educational and health needs of its people.

I am attaching my Jakarta Post article of 5 December, ?Buried wealth is the

key to Indonesia's prosperity?.

I would like my questions answered and invite comment.

Rahman Connelly

CEO, Kalimantan Gold Corporation Limited

Attachment:

Buried wealth is the key to Indonesia's prosperity

Opinion News - Wednesday, December 05, 2007

Rahman Connelly, Jakarta

The world is undergoing an unprecedented mining boom powered, by the

explosive growth of the Chinese and Indian economies. In 2005 the highly

regarded Fraser Institute Annual Mining Survey ranked Indonesia as,

overall, the most prospective country in world. Yet with world-wide

exploration expenditure expected to reach US$8 billion this year, Indonesia

is only able to attract a very small amount of this exploration funding. In

fact, the latest figures available on exploration spending in Indonesia

show that in 2005, the country was only able to attract $102 million of

this; mere crumbs from the world-wide exploration table.

Mining brings much needed social infrastructure into regions, especially in

remote areas, and provides substantial revenue to central governments. A

lack of mining investment in any country, particularly if it is poor, is

potentially billions of dollars of forgone tax revenue that might have been

channeled into the health and education sectors. In addition, tens of

thousands of jobs, training opportunities and spin-off business

opportunities are being lost; a tragedy for the ordinary people of

Indonesia, who could otherwise lift their standard of living.

Why is Indonesia missing out? At a political level, there is generally a

negative attitude to mining. There are many reasons for this, but foremost

among them is that mining as whole is tainted by the New Order's

involvement in mining (read: Freeport). But the mining industry is much

more than Freeport and such perceptions do nothing to move Indonesia

forward.

Looking at Indonesia's near neighbors -- Laos has lifted its GDP by more

than 30 percent because of the income from mining, the government of Papua

New Guinea is propelling the country into a new era of mining, and the

Philippines, despite its strong anti-mining lobby, has a pro-mining stance

at the political level welcoming foreign mining investment when it changed

its laws in 2004.

There is a perception that mining destroys forests. This simply flies in

the face of fact. Of Indonesia's landmass, around 60 percent is forested,

with far less than 0.1 percent taken up by mining. Mines and their

infrastructure require very little space. As we all know, what destroys

forests is logging (illegal and otherwise), forest clearing for palm oil,

and other large-scale developments.

The confusion probably arises when people look at maps showing large

concessions for exploration; the clarification needs to be strong about

this -- exploration is not mining, only a minuscule number of trees are

logged in the exploration phase. Taking my own company as an example, while

we have a 96,000 hectare exploration concession, any mine developed will

use less than 5 percent of this land mass. So mining is not destroying

Indonesia's forests.

There are valid concerns about the environment and the historically poor

performance of mining companies around the world. But the mining industry

has come a long way and in today's world to act in an environmentally

responsible manner is no longer a matter of choice; it is a fundamental

requirement of both governments and, increasingly, of lenders and

investors.

Australia, with some of the toughest environmental laws in the world, has

$150 billion of defined mining projects underway. Today, mining and

environmental responsibilities can -- and do -- go together.

As Emil Salim wrote in his report for the World Bank's Extractive

Industries Review, "... while having a large extractive sector poses

special challenges for a country, if these are handled well, the extractive

sector can become a powerful engine for poverty alleviation."

There are also concerns about Indonesia's mineral wealth being handed over

to foreign companies instead of being developed by Indonesians themselves.

The reality is that there are abundant mineral prospects throughout the

country, which are available to Indonesian companies through a pretty

straightforward permitting system.

But local companies are not taking them up, reflecting the fact that

exploration requires very large amounts of extremely high-risk capital.

Instead, local capital goes into lower risk areas such as manufacturing and

real estate development.

Attracting foreign investment to kick-start the economy is a key part of

government policy, but that doesn't seem to apply to the mining sector,

which has the potential to be a major employer and key supplier of revenue

to the government (the largest taxpayer in the country is a mining company,

which this year will pay around $2 billion to the Indonesian Government).

The apparent lack of government interest in Indonesia's mining future has

left the industry in a policy vacuum, with for example the Forestry

Ministry taking on a de-facto regulatory role by using conflicting and

overlapping legislation to stop mining projects throughout the country.

Yet another example is the lack of a definitive mining law. No new mining

contracts of work have been issued for about eight years. A new law is

promised by the end of this year, but it's not clear how workable it will

be and whether it will be effective in attracting the level of investment

urgently required to reinvigorate Indonesia's mining industry.

To get a measure of Indonesia's mining potential, Australia currently has

$150 billion worth of mining projects in the works and a further $340

billion in planning. Compare this with the latest Foreign Investment Board

figures which, across all industry sectors, show total domestic and foreign

investment commitments as being $56 billion for the year to date. Mining

has the potential to produce an explosion in Indonesia's investment

activity.

The question begging to be answered and implemented is: Which way forward?

There is an even more fundamental question: does the government want to

embrace mining as a key potential driver of the economy? Once this is

answered -- and if the reply is positive -- then an appropriate policy and

regulatory environment won't be hard to achieve.

The writer is CEO, Kalimantan Gold Corporation Limited. He can be reached

at rconnelly@ozemail.com.au.

Eds. Thanks to Bardolf Paul for forwarding it.
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3. ABSTRACT: Cribb, R. (2007). ?Conservation in Colonial Indonesia.?

Interventions:

international journal of postcolonial studies 9(1): 49-61.

Keywords: Indonesia; colonialism; conservation; hunting; Indonesia;

nationalism ; Irian Jaya;

Abstract:

Conservationist thinking in colonial Indonesia (Netherlands East Indies)

developed in the late nineteenth century from awareness of the importance

of birds in controlling agricultural pests. In the early twentieth century,

the Netherlands also felt pressure to live up to 'international

obligations' in nature preservation. Colonial paternalism fuelled fears of

the damaging social consequences of the presence of rough bird-of-paradise

hunters in West New Guinea. The colonial authorities saw the indigenous

peoples of the archipelago as the main offenders in environmental

destruction, and this perception fuelled the assumption that 'natives'

needed firm control. By contrast, 'responsible' hunting by members of the

colonial middle class and elite was permitted by means of a system of

licences. Hunters increasingly advocated creating nature reserves in which

wilderness would be closed to the indigenous population to reserve a

sustainable population of game for hunters. Pleasure in hunting became

associated in the minds of the large European, Indo-European (Eurasian) and

to some extent Chinese communities with a profound attachment to the

colonial land.

This attachment, resembling that of white settlers in Australasia, North

America and southern Africa, was the basis for an Indies settler

nationalism which repudiated the indigenous peoples' claims to the

archipelago on the grounds that they did not care properly for their

environment. This association with settler nationalism weakened the appeal

of conservationist ideas in independent Indonesia.

Eds. Thanks to Robin Hide for forwarding it.
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4. ARTICLE: An Innovative Forest Project in Indonesia Creates Alternatives for

Illegal Loggers

World Bank - December 6, 2007

Geumpang, Aceh

Do you know how much an illegal logger earns for a tree? He makes Rupiah

500,000 ($53) per tree, taking up to a week to cut it manually. How much

does an illegal log seller earn in a month? He makes at least IDR 20

million (over $2,146) in a month. That?s a small fortune in a country where

the average annual income is $1,410.

This is the irony that underwrites the poverty of many places where illegal

loggers live in this richly-forested region of Aceh: the loggers remain

poverty stricken, the dealers cash in. In Geumpang, Pidie, there are six

villages surrounding the pristine Ulu Masen rain forest. About 1,330

households or about 5,548 people live in the area, and at least half of

them depend on illegal logging practices for their livelihoods. This is the

challenge a World Bank-supported pilot project, the People- Based Forest

Management Program, is trying to address.

In Aceh, logging is a traditional occupation which, according to the

environment CSO Walhi, accounts every year for a decrease in forest cover

of 20,796 hectares. In 2006 however, deforestation hit a high of 374,327

hectares forcing the Aceh Governor, Irwandi Yusuf, a veterinary who is also

a committed environmentalist, to announce a total moratorium on logging in

Aceh?s forests on 6 June 2007, for a period of 15 years.

The Governor, together with the Governor of Papua Barnabas Seubu, signed a

historic MoU, facilitated by the World Bank in Bali earlier this year, to

prevent deforestation in their provinces which contain the bulk of

Indonesia?s remaining rain forest cover.

Says the head of Geumpang sub-district, Muhammad Sabim: ?I have asked the

villagers not to cut down any more trees. Some of them listen to me because

they are afraid of being caught by the police.? The punishment is stiff: up

to 15 years in jail and a steep IDR 1.5 billion ($160,000) in fines and a

penalty for environmental damage caused by illegal logging of 10 years

imprisonment and IDR 500 million ($54,000) in fines.

Banta, 36, is one of the lucky few who left the family?s logging tradition:

?I was an illegal logger,? he confesses, ?But after the moratorium, I was

able to get a chocolate field.? There are many around him who need to find

a substitute now for lost logging incomes.

The World Bank?administered US$635m Multidonor Fund for Aceh and Nias (MDF)

took up this challenge as part of its efforts to preserve the environment

from the demands of reconstruction. The MDF, in partnership with the NGO

Flora & Fauna International (FFI) and Leuser International Foundation is

implementing the Geumpang project as part of the $ 17.5 million Aceh Forest

Environment Project to create public awareness of 2.3 million hectares

Leuser and Ulu Masen forests, the largest contiguous forest area in

Southeast Asia. Those living in and around the forests are also encouraged

to know their rights to get optimal use from forest resources.

The People-Based Forest Management Program focuses on two main projects:

forest and village borders mapping, and commercialization of forest

products.

The mapping clearly demarcates borders between forests and the six village

habitations to help monitor encroachments and create forest zoning. Mahdi

Ismail, of FFI says, ?We help people to understand that they are not

forbidden to utilize the forests, but they must preserve it by not clearing

new land and they should plant a tree for every tree they cut.?

Geumpang is famous both for its wood and non-wood products such as rattan

grasses, honey, etc while the Ulu Masen forest is famous for its rich

biodiversity including the Sumatran tiger, elephants, and hundreds of

species of birds.

Banta who helps FFI run the program as a facilitator said, ?We support this

program; we now know that we are not forbidden to utilize the forest, as

long as we are not damaging it. We also know this is important if we want

to have clean water sources in the future.?

Illegal logging practices in Aceh have long involved elements of the

state?s law enforcement bodies so, ?This program involves the people, local

governments, the police, Army and an ex-combatant?s organisation in

developing businesses using forest products,? says the head of Geumpang

Sub-District, Muhammad Nur.

The challenge is enormous. According to Greenomics Indonesia and WWF

estimates, Aceh needs 814,000 to 1.58 million m3 of round timber per year

during the five year reconstruction process. Doing this sustainably is

challenging when a legal log is sold at Rp 6-7million ($630-730) per cubic

mt, whereas an illegal log is sold for Rp 4-5 ($430-530) million per meter

cubic.

?We want to help the Acehnese preserve their forest,? said Mikko

Ollikainen, Environment Program Specialist, World Bank, Aceh. ?Through this

MDF-supported program, we are creating awareness of the importance of

forests for future generations which should not be forgotten for the

short-term needs of reconstruction, however important they are,? he

explained.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. RELEASE: The Nature Conservancy Acts on Indonesia?s Call to Save Orangutans

and Address Climate Change

Nature Conservancy Pledges US $1 Million For Strategy and Action Plan for

National Conservation of Orangutans

TNC - December 10, 2007

BALI, INDONESIA

Today at the UN climate change talks in Bali, Indonesian President Susilo

Bambang Yudhoyono launched an action plan to save orangutans from

extinction. The Strategy and Action Plan for National Conservation of

Orangutans presents the first specific, enforceable agenda to protect the

nation?s disappearing orangutans. In addition, it will prevent substantial

emissions of carbon dioxide through avoided deforestation.

The action plan is the result of 3 years of collaboration between the

Ministry of Forestry?s Nature Conservation Department and national and

international NGOs in Indonesia. It brings together the best knowledge on

orangutan distribution and threats, and the most appropriate management

solutions to ensure the survival of one of Indonesia?s best known

conservation icons in the wild. With the signature of the Minister of

Forestry, this legal document officially endorses Indonesia?s commitment to

protect orangutans and their habitat.

The Nature Conservancy has worked in close collaboration with other NGOs

and the government to develop the action plan. As representatives of this

coalition of NGOs, The Nature Conservancy now wants to make a financial

pledge to help implement it.

Today, The Nature Conservancy pledged US$1 million to support the plan. ?As

much as 1 million hectares of orangutan habitat scheduled for conversion to

oil palm will be saved through the plan?s implementation,? according to Dr.

Erik Meijaard, a Senior Scientist with the Conservancy and Science Advisor

for Orangutan Conservation Science Program (OCSP). ?This could lead to

9,800 orangutans being saved and prevent 700 million tons of carbon from

being released.? The Conservancy will partner with other organizations to

implement the plan.  This will be done through forestry programs that focus

on partnerships with timber concessions implementing sustainable forestry

and supporting the USAID-funded Orangutan Conservation Services Program or

OCSP.

?We are thrilled with the opportunity to participate with the Indonesian

government in this initiative, which represents a win-win for the

environment ? protecting an important species while combating the climate

crisis,? said Stephanie Meeks, acting president and CEO of The Nature

Conservancy.

?One million hectares of planned forest conversion projects are in

orangutan habitat,? added Rili Djohani, director of The Nature

Conservancy?s Indonesia program. ?Setting aside these forests is an

important step for Indonesia to sustainably manage and protect our natural

resources.  It benefits both local people and wildlife while making a major

contribution towards reducing global carbon emissions.?

Scientists and Indonesian officials hope that the emerging carbon market

will make such conservation financially viable.

?Forest conservation can provide economic benefits for a very long time,?

said Meijaard.  ?If payments for avoided deforestation become an official

mechanism in global climate agreements, then carbon buyers will likely

compensate Indonesia for its forest protection. Protecting orangutans will

then lead to increased economic development in this country. Such a

triple-win situation is not a dream. With some political will, it can soon

be reality.?

The Strategy and Action Plan for National Conservation of Orangutans

commits to maintaining orangutan populations above critical thresholds at

which their populations may fail to recover. A core target of the plan is

to stabilize orangutan populations and habitat from now until 2017.

Other goals of the plan are to return orangutans currently housed in

rehabilitation centers to the wild by 2015 and to ensure that government

and businesses follow established and developing guidelines on orangutan

conservation. Improved awareness and financial support for orangutan

conservation are also on the agenda.

A scientific review in January 2004 showed that total orangutan populations

were actually higher than previously thought ? about 6,650 Sumatran

orangutans and 55,000 Borneo orangutans remained in the wild ? but that

most local populations were small, isolated and vulnerable.

Furthermore, deforestation had directly and indirectly led to 3,000

orangutans deaths per year since the 1970?s. Conservation efforts to date

had lacked the legal teeth and financial backing to compete with incentives

for forest exploitation.

Armed by the latest science, the 2004 forum mapped out big picture

priorities to save orangutans. Ongoing workshops further shaped the plan

with inputs from government, timber and plantation companies, local

communities, non-governmental organizations and UN agencies.
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6. RELEASE: ?World Band Hands Off Forests?

Friends of the Earth International, World Rainforest Movement, Global

Forest Coalition - December 10, 2007

BALI INDONESIA

Environmental groups at the United Nations climate talks in Bali today

urged governments to reject a new World Bank initiative promoting the

inclusion of forests in carbon markets.

The World Bank initiative, known as the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility

(FCPF) is set to be launched on Tuesday 11th December in Bali as part of

the discussions on ?Reducing Emissions through Deforestation in Developing

countries? (REDD).

The initiative, which would allow tropical forests to be included in carbon

offsetting schemes, fails to combat climate change, the groups said,

because it allows industrialised countries and companies to buy their way

out of emissions' reductions. Between 18-20 percent of annual global carbon

emissions are caused by deforestation, and Indonesia is the world's third

largest greenhouse gas emitter as a result of deforestation.

The World Bank has a particularly appalling track record in relation to

funding forests and carbon projects, not least because it provides

substantial funding to oil, gas and mining projects; and as a broker, has a

vested interest in promoting carbon trading. Its planned Forest Carbon

Partnership Facility would have serious negative social and environmental

impacts, the groups said.

Torry Kuswardhono, Energy Campaigner at Friends of the Earth Indonesia

(WALHI): said:

?Carbon offsetting is extremely unfair. Forests provide livelihoods for

over one billion Indigenous and other forests peoples. Wealthy companies

and countries are able to buy the right to continue to pollute, while poor

communities in developing countries can find themselves locked into

unfavourable, long-term commercial contracts over forest management?.

Sandy Gauntlett, Pacific focal point of the Global Forest Coalition and

chairman of the Pacific Indigenous Peoples Environment Coalition said:

?Indigenous Peoples and local communities will bear the real costs of

forest-related climate mitigation projects based on carbon finance because

they will increase the pressure on their lands and territories and

undermine land rights claims. With this proposal, the World Bank is

violating the principle of Prior Informed Consent, which is enshrined in

the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous Peoples

should not just be consulted on this facility. Without their full and prior

informed consent this facility should be disbanded."

World Rainforest Movement spokesperson Ana Filipini said :

?Carbon finance mechanisms in developing countries result in forests being

transferred or sold off to large corporations who hope to acquire

profitable ?carbon credits? associated with those forests at some point in

the future. The current proposals are set to reward logging and palm oil

corporations and countries with high deforestation rates whilst undermining

Indigenous Peoples' and other forest-dependent communities' rights, in

particular those of women."

Some of the genuine and urgent measures needed to address the deforestation

problem include:

 1. Giving the highest priority to halting the development, production and

    trade of agrofuels, and suspend all targets and other incentives,

    including subsidies, carbon offsets and public and private finance

    related to the development and production of agrofuels.

 2. Keeping tropical forests out of carbon finance mechanisms, which are

    unpredictable, inequitable and discourage the reduction of emissions

    at source. This includes keeping forests out of the Clean Development

    Mechanism and all carbon trading initiatives; and rejecting the World

    Bank?s Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF).

 3. Redirect the very substantial amounts of public funds, tax exemptions

    and other forms of subsidies currently provided to the fossil fuel and

    agrofuels industries, into avoided deforestation assistance funds, the

    effective promotion of public transport and the development of solar,

    wind, geothermal, wave and energy efficiency industries.

 4. Strengthen weak forest conservation policies and institutions,

    encouraging  bans or moratoria on industrial logging and forest

    conversion, and addressing corruption and lack of enforcement.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

IN BALI:

  * Joseph Zacune, Friends of the Earth International climate coordinator,

    Indonesian mobile number +62.813.3896995  (dec 1-14 only)

  * Sandy Gauntlett, Oceania focal point, Global Forest Coalition and

    chairperson of the Pacific Indigenous Peoples Environment Coalition,

    +62- 813-38938574 or email sandyoceania@yahoo.com

  * Torry Kuswardhono, Energy Campaigner, Friends of the Earth Indonesia

    (WALHI): +62- 811383270 or email torry@walhi.or.id

  * Fay, media officer, WALHI (Friends of the Earth Indonesia) ,

    Indonesian mobile number  +62 815 8070717
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7. RELEASE: Happy 10th Birthday Kyoto

Friends of the Earth International - 11th December 2007

BALI (INDONESIA)

On the 10th anniversary of the agreement of the Kyoto Protocol, Friends of

the Earth International urged industrialised countries to celebrate by

announcing a commitment to agree further cuts in greenhouse gas emissions

of at least 40 per cent by 2020.

The environmental group also warned that attempts by some countries to

remove reduction targets from the current negotiations here in Bali could

pose a serious threat to the future success of the talks. Japan and Canada

have indicated they are not prepared to even include targets for cuts in

proposals currently on the table at this year?s UN

climate talks.

Friends of the Earth International Vice Chair Tony Juniper said:

?Ten years on from Kyoto, the science of climate change is even more

alarming. The conclusion couldn?t be clearer: urgent emissions reductions

are needed now. Industrialised countries, whose economies have been bloated

by the pollution that is causing climate change, must face up to this

reality and signal their willingness to act. If the major polluters fail to

take serious action now then millions of people will die.?

The Kyoto Protocol, agreed at UN climate talks in the Japanese city of

Kyoto in 1997, is the only legally binding international agreement to

tackle climate change by reducing emissions of greenhouse gases.  It

entered into force in February 2005.

Friends of the Earth International wants to see industrialised countries:

  * committing to at least 40 per cent emissions reductions by 2020;

  * providing the money for adaptation measures in the developing world;

  * providing access to low cost and appropriate technology for developing

    countries to allow them to avoid making the carbon mistakes made in

    the developed world.

Governments are currently in Bali to discuss future action to tackle

climate change beyond the first commitment phase of the Kyoto Protocol

which covers the period from 2008 -12.  A strong mandate for future

negotiations is needed from these talks if the next round of emissions

reductions is to be implemented and running from 2012 onwards.

Juniper continued:

?Suggestions that developing countries need to make legally binding

commitments are outrageous. The rich countries that are most responsible

for this problem have the means to take action. They must repay their

climate debt: by cutting emissions themselves, helping others to adapt and

by helping to build low carbon economies?.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

  * Tony Juniper, Vice Chair, Friends of the Earth International, +62 813

    389 69965 (indonesian number valid Dec. 1-14)

  * Stephanie Long, Friends of the Earth International Climate Campaign

    Coordinator tel + 62 813 389 68812 (indonesian number valid Dec. 1-14)

PRESS OFFICERS

  * Niccolo Sarno,  Friends of the Earth International Media Coordinator

    +62-813-389-69973 (indonesian number valid Dec. 1-14)

  * Helen Burley, Friends of the Earth International Media Officer

    +62-813-389-69937 (indonesian number valid Dec. 1-14)
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8. RELEASE: Sir Nicholas Stern Endorses Asian Young Leaders Action Plan

AYLCF - December 11, 2007

?Climate change is a result of the greatest market failure the world has

seen,? wrote Sir Nicholas Stern recently in his letter of endorsement to

the Action Plan presented by the young leaders of Asian Young Leader

Climate Forum (AYLCF). As Head of the Stern Review on the Economics of

Climate Change and Head of the U.K. Government Economic Service, he has

seen overwhelming evidence of the serious risks of inaction or delayed

action. The damages wrought by Climate Change are on a scale larger than

the two world wars of the last century. The problem is global and therefore

the response must be collaboration on a global scale.

AYLCF is crucial to achieving low carbon growth. Young people will be faced

with the consequences of climate change. Young people have a duty to ensure

that we commit future generations to as little warming as possible. Sir

Nicholas Stern support the forum and going to meet these 8 young leaders

from AYLCF on Wednesday, 12 December 2007 at 12.00 ? 12.30 WITA, Conrad

Hotel, Bali. This meeting objective is to discuss the communiqué of AYLCF

which is going to be implementing by these young people in their countries.

By speaking out about the importance of low carbon growth and taking action

to disseminate this message in their professional lives, young people can

help to bring about the necessary and urgent action not just through

governments but also through businesses and individuals.

Emissions come from across the whole range of human activity:

deforestation, mining, transportation on land and air, electricity

generation, heating and air conditioning homes, even agriculture, all

contribute. We all will be affected by climate change and we all are

responsible. The choice is ours. If the future young leaders of AYLCF are

able to build stepping stones through this initiative there is a chance we

can still avoid the treacherous sinking sands of global chaos from which

there could be no respite.

This is the first stepping stone towards demonstrating to the world that

thinking individuals are not only taking an interest in what is happening

around climate security, they are also willing and able to play a role in

reducing the threat.

Subsequent steps will lead to the creation of an agenda for young people in

the participating countries, an action plan to be presented as a communiqué

to the Bali Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC for endorsement. This will

provide the empowerment needed for action.

Note to editor:

 1. AYLCF is initiated by British Council and supported by WWF-Indonesia

    and The Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), AYLCF

    involves 34 young leaders from 14 countries, namely Indonesia, Japan,

    Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, India, China,

    Hong Kong, Australia and New Zealand, and also UK. The AYLCF

    participants, informants and further information about AYLCF are

    accessible at http://community.britishcouncil.org/aylcf

 2. Attached: the profile of 8 representatives from Asian Young Leader

    Climate Forum.

 3. British Council: British Council is the United Kingdom?s International

    organisation for educational and cultural relations that connect

    people world-wide with learning opportunities and creative ideas from

    the UK and builds lasting relationships between the UK and other

    countries. We operate in 109 countries and territories worldwide. Our

    purpose is to build mutually beneficial relationships and

    understanding between people in the UK and other countries and to

    increase appreciation of the UK?s creative ideas and achievements. We

    are a non-political organisation which operates at arm?s length from

    government. British Council has been active in Indonesia since 1948.

    We work in partnership to develop and deliver programmes of mutual

    benefit in Education, English, Social Development and the Creative

    Industries across Indonesia. More info: www.britishcouncil.or.id

 4. WWF-Indonesia is one of the largest and most experienced independent

    conservation organisations, established in 1961 in Switzerland.

    WWF-Indonesia established itself as a non-profit Indonesian domestic

    foundation in 1996. It is part of the WWF Global Network, which

    consists of 27 National Organiztions, 6 Associate Organizations and 22

    program Offices around the world. The mission of WWF-Indonesia is to

    protect the biodiversity of Indonesia for the benefit of today and

    future generations and to reduce footprints ? the damage to

    environemnt in favour of more balance quality of life. WWF-Indonesia?

    vision is conversation of Indonesia biodiversity for the well-being of

    present and future generations. WWF national office secretariat, leads

    and coordinates 23 fiel offices and ensures alignment of WWF-Indonesia

    effort with the Global WWF Network. Conservationwork is ongoing in 16

    provinces, em,ploying more than 300 staff. More info: www.wwf.or.id

 5. The Center for International Forestry Research: The Center for

    International Forestry Research : CIFOR is a leading international

    forestry research organisation established in 1993 in response to

    global concerns about the social, environmental, and economic

    consequences of forest loss and degradation.  CIFOR is dedicated to

    developing policies and technologies for sustainable use and

    management of forests, and for enhancing the well-being of people in

    developing countries who rely on tropical forests for their

    livelihoods.  CIFOR is one of the 15 centres of the Consultative Group

    on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). With headquarters in

    Bogor, Indonesia, CIFOR has offices in Brazil, Bolivia, Burkina Faso,

    Cameroon, Ethiopia, India, Zambia and Zimbabwe, and it works in over

    30 other countries around the world. More info: www.cifor.cgiar.org

For further and details information please contact:

Dina Lucky (Dinna.lucky@britishcouncil.or.id), M: 0811807123

Gusni Puspitasari (Gusni.Puspitasari@britishcouncil.or.id), M: 08121007620
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9. RELEASE: Orangutan Plan To Curb Carbon Emissions

WWF International - December 12, 2007

Indonesia?s new 10 year action plan for conserving orangutans will have

important benefits in mitigating climate change, according to WWF . These

benefits were underlined by the launch of The Orangutan Conservation

Strategy and Action Plan (2007 ? 2017) during the Bali Climate Change

Conference. Deforestation, for timber, pulp and palm oil plantations, have

pushed Indonesia into the status of being a major carbon emitter, while

threatening globally significant wildlife populations.

"In the last 35 years about 50,000 orangutans are estimated to have been

lost as their habitats shrank. If this continues, this majestic creature

will likely face extinction by 2050," said Indonesian President Susilo

Bambang Yudhoyono at the launch of the plan.

"The fate of the orangutan is a subject that goes to the heart of

sustainable forests ... To save the orangutan we have to save the forest."

As a mostly fruit eating primate, the orangutan also has a key role in

forest regeneration as it disperses seeds which help regenerate more fruit

trees, which in turn helps keep the forest healthy. Although the main

threat to the orangutans ? often called ?the red man of the jungle? ? comes

from forest destruction and habitat conversion, orangutans are also still

being hunted, traded and also smuggled out of the country for pets

?It?s opportune this Action plan is finalized this week, as the world

gathers in Indonesia to make critical decisions on climate change?, says

Dr. Susan Lieberman, Director of WWF?s Global Species Programme.

?Protecting orangutan habitat, especially in the peat swamp forests which

contain significant carbon sinks, means both a secure future for the

orangutan, and avoiding carbon emissions from the forest.?

As part of the orangutan conservation plan developed by the forestry

ministry and NGOs, Indonesia will aim to stabilise orangutan populations

and habitat from now until 2017 and return orangutans housed in

rehabilitation centres to the wild by 2015.

The Indonesian Ministry of Forestry led the finalization for this blue

print for orangutan conservation and involved key players and a range of

experts at both the national and international level. WWF has been actively

involved in developing the plan and is part of the small team that

finalized the document.
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10. RELEASE:  Convention On Biological Diversity Launches Adaptation Website

CBD (http://www.cbd.int/) - December 13, 2007

Bali, Indonesia

To promote efforts that will allow all forms of life on Earth to cope with

climate change, the Convention?s Biodiversity Adaptation website was

officially launched today by the Executive Secretary, Ahmed Djoghlaf and

the Director General of Germany?s Federal Ministry for the Environment,

Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, Jochen Flasbarth during a press

briefing on the margins of thirteenth Conference of the Parties (COP) of

the UNFCCC in Bali.

Serving as a repository of knowledge, the adaptation website is a

contribution from the Convention on Biological Diversity ? one of the three

Rio Conventions, adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro ? to

the implementation of an initiative launched at the last UNFCCC Conference

of the Parties in Nairobi to address the issues of impacts, vulnerability

and adaptation to climate change.

Recent assessments indicate that climate change is likely to become a

dominant cause of biodiversity loss by the end of the century. According to

the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, climate change is already having an

impact on biodiversity either through shifting habitat, changing life

cycles, the development of new physical traits or species die-offs and

extinctions. Adaptation to climate change, a complex issue, often requires

significant planning and cross-sector support and adaptation activities

help species and ecosystems cope with changing climatic conditions.

The website contributes specifically to the adaptation planning and

practices area of work under the Nairobi work programme and forms an

important part of enhanced efforts to maximize cooperation between the CBD

and the UNFCCC. The website brings together tools and information developed

by governments, a variety of organizations and agencies on the integration

of biodiversity considerations within adaptation planning.

In launching the site, Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the

Convention said

 ?Thanks to the financial contribution from the government of Canada, the

website, available also in French and Spanish is a major tool to assist in

the implementation of the Curitiba decision in integrating adaptation into

the CBD work programmes,? and that, ?the website therefore has the

potential of being a major tool to enhance synergies between biodiversity

and climate change.?

Other joint efforts between the three Rio Conventions on climate change

include: The Rio Conventions Calendar and the Information Notes on

Adaptation and Forests from the Joint Liaison Group of the Rio Conventions.

Jochen Flasbarth stated, ?The website is yet another step to enhance

cooperation between UNFCCC and CBD ? climate change and biodiversity, of

which we are proud to be a part.? The website can be accessed at

http://adaptation.cbd.int/

.

For more information please contact Marie Aminata Khan, Information Officer

-+6281558698174 in Bali or +514 287-8701 marie.khan@cbd.int
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11. RELEASE: Kyoto Afloat After Attempted Sabotage

Friends of the Earth International - December 15, 2007

BALI (INDONESIA)

Negotiators reached a deal in Bali today on taking forward the Kyoto

Protocol but Friends of the Earth International expressed deep

disappointment at the weak content following many attempts to derail the

talks by the some delegations. But the European Union, Australia and

developing countries stood their ground on the need to include an agreement

in a united front that emissions cuts should be in the range of 25 - 40 per

cent, as demanded by climate scientists. This provides some indication of

ambition but still leaves a lot of work to be done.

Friends of the Earth International Climate Coordinator Stephanie Long said:

?Ministers from some industrialised countries meeting in Bali have let down

the people of the world. They reached agreement on a way forward, but with

little to guide them along the way. Future talks will now face a serious

uphill battle to reach a strong agreement by the end of 2009.

?Around the world millions of people are already suffering the effects of

climate change. People outside the talks have sent a strong message

demanding climate justice. This message must no longer fall on deaf ears.

We only have two years to build on this weak outcome and develop a just

deal which ensures tough action from industrialised countries and

assistance for people in the developing world.?

Delegations from the United States and Japan, supported by Canada, earlier

in the talks shot down strong developing country proposals on financing the

transfer of technology. The rest of the industrialised countries failed to

reign in the destructive behaviour of these three countries, which has led

to compromised deal.

WALHI/ Friends of the Earth Indonesia Deputy Director Farah Sofa said:

?The major success of these UN climate talks in Bali has been to make the

first major step toward building a global movement for climate justice.

WALHI remains committed to raising the voices of the people and ultimately

it is the people that will judge the quality of our leaders. These voices

must be heard.?

The deal does include an agreement on the Adaptation Fund which will begin

to deliver funds for developing countries to deal with the impacts of

climate change, and an agreement to review how industrialised countries

will meet emissions reduction targets in the second commitment period of

the Kyoto Protocol.

The limitations of the deal includes:

  * A work plan to negotiate complex issues on the potential scheme to

    reduce deforestation in developing countries, with references that

    could include plantations which would water down the scheme.

  * Obligation for verifiable reporting on developing country actions

    without resolute commitments  to finance technology and capacity

    building to assist them to do so

FOR MORE INFORMATION

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH INTERNATIONAL SPOKESPEOPLE IN BALI

Meena Raman (English and Malay),Friends of the Earth International Chair +

60 124300042 (Malaysian mobile)

Stephanie Long (English), Friends of the Earth International Climate

coordinator + 62 813 38968812 (Indonesian mobile)

Joseph Zacune (English, Swedish and Spanish), Friends of the Earth

International Climate coordinator + 62 813 38969955(Indonesian mobile)

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH INDONESIA CONTACTS IN BALI

Farah Sofa (known as Ovi), Deputy Director of WALHI (Friends of the Earth

Indonesia) Indonesian mobile number: +62.811.194773

Fay, Walhi (Friends of the Earth Indonesia) media officer +62 815 8070717
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1. Warriors Of The Rainbow Hope For Miracles

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 10, 2007

By Ary Hermawan, Denpasar, Bali

Dutch national activist, Diederick van Gelder, arrived on board

Greenpeace's global flagship Rainbow Warrior with just a light suitcase.

Van Gelder was aboard the vessel from Sri Lanka, along with other

activists, to observe the historic climate change conference meeting in

Bali with hopes participating nations save the earth from man-made climate

disasters.

"Usually when I sail, I take a big suitcase. But this time I brought only

two of this, four of this, two of this, five of this and two of this," said

the sailing activist, pointing to his shoes, socks, shorts, underpants and

shirt he was wearing when asked about his preparation to join the journey

to Bali. As for the last item, he said their number has increased.

"I've got plenty of these (campaign shirt) now," said van Gelder, who

prefers being called a seaman.

Packing fewer clothes should make life easier, because crew members do

their own laundry on board, he told reporters from behind the dock gates

while immigration officials cleared the activists' documents before letting

them step onto the resort island.

The international environment group's vessel docked inBenoa harbor Friday

after sailing for about three months from India. A flotilla of traditional

fishing boats carrying banners saying "Save Ourand "Save our Climate"

escorted her arrival along with 17 environmental activists on board.

"We are here for a miracle," Mike Fincken, the Rainbow Warrior's captain

told The Jakarta Post from the bridge where he controls the green

three-masted sailing ship. During her journey to Bali, green activists from

different nationalities have come aboard what Greenpeace activists

callfloating United Nations".

In the Indonesia's waters, Rainbow has stopped in several regions, such as

in Riau province and Jepara in Central Java. In Riau, Rainbow blocked a

ship from leaving a port in an anti illegal logging campaign, while in

Jepara, the Indonesian Bureau of Intelligence reportedly instructed police

to halt Rainbow's planned public open day. But police miraculously allowed

them to go ahead with the open day, to nods of approval and thumbs up to

join a rally of restless residents opposing the construction of a nuclear

power plant about ten kilometers from their village.

"I was handed a declaration in opposition to the nuclear power plant

construction signed by the heads of the Islamic, Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist

and Protestant religions. "Rainbow Warrior has been asked by this community

to take a banner bearing many thousands of signatures to Bali -- to block

the way to nuclear.," Fincken said,Warrior is asked to help." Fincken has

captained the Rainbow Warrior for about two years and sailed around the

globe to campaign the protection of the earth from nuclear power, carbon

emissions and all destructive and polluting by-products of human

activities.

"I have previously sailed with almost all of Greenpeace's vessels," said

the 40-year-old captain, who begun sailing when he was 18 years-of-age.

The current Rainbow Warrior was built from the hull of the deep sea fishing

ship, Grampian Fame. She is the successor of the first Rainbow Warrior that

was sunk by the French foreign intelligence agency while docked in Auckland

harbor, New Zealand on July 10, 1985. Greenpeace gave the vessel new masts,

a gaff rig, new engine and a number of environmentally low-impact systems

to handle waste, heating and hot water. She was officially launched in

Hamburg on the fourth anniversary of the sinking of her predecessor.

As a "floating United Nations", what really matters to members of the

Rainbow Warrior, at sea, is a good chef trained in serving international

food.

"We have a chef named Babu. He's the best in the world," Fincken said.

Before coming to Bali, the Rainbow Warrior has previously sailed to

Indonesia six times in 1985, 1997, 2002, 2004 and 2006. She will be in Bali

until the United Nation climate conference closes Dec. 14.

Optimistic about the growing global awareness of the adverse effects of

climate change, Fincken said he hopes that a great change will take place

during the conference. With his belief in miracles, Fincken will continue

to sail the globe playing a part in a story he told locals in Jepara:

"When the earth is sick here will rise up, among her children of different

creed and color, the warriors of the rainbow."
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2. Orangutans Set For Release To The Wild

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 11, 2007

By Adianto P Simamora, Nusa Dua, Bali

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono launched Monday an action plan to

conserve the country's endangered orangutans and release those currently in

sanctuaries back into the wild. The president said that conserving the

primate would also help protect the forest from deforestation and store

greenhouse gas emissions, which contribute to climate change.

Under the program, which lasts until 2017, the carbon dioxide (CO2) stored

through avoided forest deforestation could be traded on the carbon market

and the money could then be used to conserve orangutans and boost the

country's economy, the president said.

"The core target of this plan of action is to stabilize orangutans and

their habitat from now until 2017," Yudhoyono said on the sidelines of the

international climate change conference in Bali. "By saving, regenerating

and sustainably managing the forests, we are also doing our part in

reducing global greenhouse gas emissions, while contributing to the

economic development of Indonesia,"

Over the last 35 years, the country has lost about 50,000 orangutans due to

their shrinking habitat as well as illegal trafficking. Experts say the

species will vanish by 2050 if greater action is not taken to protect the

primate.

"I can think of no reason to ignore such compelling evidence of the

importance of saving our forests.forests lost will not only kill the rich

biodiversity, but also become the source of 20 percent of the world's

greenhouse gas emissions," the president said.

The national action plan for conserving orangutans consists four strategies

namely orangutan conservation management, policies, partnership development

as well as funding strategy. The Nature Conservancy, as the leading

conservation organization, has pledged US$1 millions in aid to support the

action plan.

"As much as one million hectares of the orangutan habitat, scheduled for

conversion to palm oil plantations, will be saved through implementation of

the action plan," said Erik Meijaard, senior scientist with the

Conservancy. "This could lead to 9,800 orangutans being saved and prevent

700 million tons of carbon from being released."

Meijaard, who is also a science advisor for orangutan conservation science

program (OCSP), said the world's emerging carbon market would make

conservation financially viable.

"If payments for avoided deforestation become an official mechanism in the

global climate agreements, then buyers will likely compensate Indonesia for

its forest protection. Protecting orangutans will then lead to increased

economic development in the country. Such a triple-win situation is not a

dream. With some political will, it can soon be reality."

The United States has said that it will commit to $2.8 million in new funds

to support biodiversity and climate change activities in Indonesia,

including the orangutan habitat conservation. The Forestry Ministry data

reveals there are currently over 6,650 Sumatran orangutans and 55,000

Borneo orangutans in the wild.

The Indonesian government has long come under pressure from the

international community to protect orangutan species and prevent rampant

trafficking of the primates. To make it worse, forest fires and land

clearing have been an added threat to the orangutan population. The

ministry says deforestation has directly and indirectly led to the death of

3,000 orangutans per year since the 1970s.
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3. World Bank Launches Forest Carbon Fund

Source: Reuters - December 11, 2007

By Emma Graham-Harrison, NUSA DUA, Indonesia

The World Bank on Tuesday launched plans for a $300 million fund to fend

off global warming by preserving forests, but protesters said it risked

turning homes of indigenous people into an asset for the rich. The new

financing mechanism, launched at U.N. talks on tackling climate change,

aims to turn better forest management into a tradeable commodity to try to

halt destruction so rapid it accounts for around a fifth of annual carbon

emissions.

"If we don't focus on retaining the world's remaining tropical forests, we

drastically narrow the options for reducing greenhouse gas emissions,"

World Bank President Robert Zoellick told the project's launch.

"Deforestation and changes in land use are the second leading cause of

global warming," he said, adding the project was just the start of tackling

the problem. He quoted economist Nicholas Stern's estimate that more than

$5 billion a year was needed to halt deforestation.

A $100 million "readiness" fund will provide grants to around 20 countries

to prepare them for large-scale forest protection under a future climate

change deal, also known as reducing emissions from deforestation and

degradation (REDD) in developing countries. Grants will fund projects

including surveys of current forest assets, monitoring systems and

tightening governance.

A second $200 million "carbon finance mechanism" will allow some of these

countries to run pilot programs earning credits for curbing deforestation.

The credits will belong to the countries or groups that put up the cash for

the fund.

Of the $300 million, they already have $160 million pledged from seven

developed countries, the World Bank said.

Emissions cuts from forest areas are not yet eligible for formal credits

because they were excluded from the Kyoto Protocol's first round, which

runs out in 2012, but they may be able to sell them on voluntary markets.

The projects could include anything from straight forward reforestation and

better zoning of agricultural and forest lands, to paying people for

environmental services or improving management of forest areas, said the

World Bank forest and climate change official Benoit Bosquet.

There is interest from around 30 countries for projects that many in the

carbon trading industry and developing nations fighting deforestation hope

could provide a model for financing forest protection in a successor deal

to Kyoto.

The World Bank had previously said it was in talks with Papua New Guinea,

Costa Rica and Indonesia, and regional bodies in Brazil and the Democratic

Republic of Congo.

INDIGENOUS CONCERNS

But indigenous and environmental groups say they are worried deals to

prioritize the carbon-retaining value of forests might exclude some of the

people who have most at stake.

"While the facility can be a good thing, we are very apprehensive on how

this will work because of our negative historical and present experiences

with similar initiatives," said Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chair of the United

Nations' Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. An indigenous person

herself, she said the forests targeted by the initiative were home to 160

million people who were custodians of forest biodiversity and should be

involved in the design and management of the projects as equal players.

"The success of efforts to lower carbon emissions from reduced or avoided

deforestation hinges primarily on whether indigenous people throw their

full support behind these mechanisms," Tauli-Corpuz said.

Outside the conference centre, protesters were handing out cartoons of

worried indigenous people massed outside a fenced off forest, thinking of

their homes, religious sites, food and fuel that were now off limits.

(Editing by David Fogarty)
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4. Low Faith In Biofuels for Climate

Source: BBC News - December 11, 2007

By Richard Black

Decision-makers in the climate change field have little faith in biofuels

as a low-carbon technology, the World Conservation Union (IUCN) says.

Unveiled at the UN climate convention meeting in Bali, its survey suggests

professionals have more confidence in bicycles than in biofuels. The

findings come as ministers assemble for the final part of the UN talks.

Conservation groups have highlighted the impact of climate change in the

tropics and the Antarctic.

European negotiators at the two-week meeting in the beach resort of Nusa

Dua are hoping that the meeting will launch a two-year process leading to a

further round of binding cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, to come into

force when the current Kyoto Protocol targets expire in 2012. But delegates

say much ground remains to be covered as ministers from nearly 190 nations

arrive for the last three days of discussions under the UN climate

convention (UNFCCC) and Kyoto Protocol.

Fuelling doubts

"Technology must be at the heart of the future response to climate change,"

UNFCCC executive secretary Yvo de Boer declared at the talks. But which

technology? In a survey of 1,000 professionals in 105 countries, IUCN

attempted to gauge which technologies inspired the most confidence. The

survey included people from governments, NGOs and industry.

Of 18 technologies suggested by IUCN, the current generation of biofuels

came bottom of the list, with only 21% believing in its potential to "lower

overall carbon levels in the atmosphere without unacceptable side effects"

over the next 25 years.

Nearly twice as many were confident in the potential of nuclear energy,

while solar power for hot water and solar power for electricity emerged as

the most favoured low-carbon technologies. Overall, respondents said

increasing energy efficiency and reducing demand could produce more

benefits than "clean" energy sources.

Although the EU and the US are attempting to boost the expansion of

biofuels, recent evidence is equivocal about their potential. Studies show

they may produce only marginal carbon savings compared to conventional

petrol and diesel. In Indonesia and elsewhere, forests are being cleared

for palm oil plantations, partly to produce biofuels. There is evidence

that leaving forests intact results in greater climate benefits while

protecting biodiversity.

Life at the extremes

Two presentations on the sidelines of the Bali conference have highlighted

the impacts of climate change on the natural world. Conservation

International (CI) researchers took forecasts from the the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's (IPCC) 2007 assessment of the

Earth's likely climatic future, and calculated what those forecast trends

would mean for areas safeguarded for nature, such as national parks and

forest reserves. They found that more than half of these zones were

vulnerable to projected climate change. In 21 countries, mainly in the

tropics, more than 90% of protected areas were vulnerable.

"We previously assumed that if the land is protected, then the plants and

animals living there will persist," said Sandy Andelman, head of CI's

Tropical Ecology Assessment and Monitoring network. "That may be wishful

thinking."

WWF, meanwhile, looked at conditions at the Earth's other climatic extreme

- the cold of the Antarctic peninsula. This tendril of land that projects

from the Antarctic towards the tip of South America is warming much faster

than the global average. According to WWF researchers, sea ice cover has

declined by about 40% over the last quarter century.

"The research done over the last couple of years is that many penguin

populations across Antarctica are in decline, with some dropping as much as

65%," said WWF's director-general Jim Leape. "You are seeing a massive loss

of sea ice in important parts of the continent, and that sea ice is crucial

to the food web of Antarctica upon which these penguins depend."

Binding ties

Like other conservation groups, WWF is calling for the inclusion of binding

targets for reducing carbon emissions in any agreement coming out of the

Bali conference. A draft circulating this week calls for industrialised

nations to cut their emissions by 25-40% by 2020. It is supported by the

EU. But the US, Australia, Canada and Japan are arguing against the

inclusion of concrete targets at this stage.

"To start with a predetermined answer, we don't think is an appropriate

thing to do," US chief negotiator Harlan Watson has said. But there is

frustration among some developing countries at what they see as a lack of

political will among the high emitters.

"If nobody shows the willingness to deal with the reduction of carbon

emissions to a manageable level, then what are we doing here?" Brazilian

delegate Thelma Krug told the AFP news agency.

Receiving the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo yon Monday, former US

Vice-President Al Gore urged the US and China to "stop using the others'

behaviour as an excuse for stalemate" and work together to find a mutually

acceptable way of tackling climate change.

Mr Gore and his fellow Nobel laureate, IPCC chairman Rajendra Pachauri,

will be in Bali for the ministerial talks, as will the new Australian Prime

Minister Kevin Rudd, whose recent ratification of the Kyoto Protocol

injected fresh optimism into the UN process. But three days of busy talks

lie ahead if a deal is to be made.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Nations Divided On REDD Funding Responsibility

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 11, 2007

By Adianto P. Simamora,  Jakarta

While recognizing that reducing emission from deforestation could promote

co-benefits in combating the climate change, delegates at the UN conference

here remain divided over whether developed countries should be responsible

for the scheme's funding. The draft text for a decision on reducing

emission from deforestation in developing countries, known as REDD, fails

to state that developed countries that signed the UN Framework Convention

on Climate Change, mobilize resources to support the REDD.

A source with the contact group tasked with drafting the final draft of the

decision for approval to the Conference of Parties (COP) said Japan,

Australia and the United States were among the rich countries opposing the

funding responsibility clause.

"Delegates from the European Union accept an article that binds the Annex

II to mobilize resources to support the REDD," the source said. Annex II

groups are developed nations which are signatories of the UN convention.

The high level meeting which starts Wednesday will agree on whether the

REDD mechanism will be included in a long term commitment that will succeed

the first commitment of Kyoto Protocol, which ends in 2012.

Ministers from 189 countries are slated to participate in a high-level

meeting to agree draft decisions on REDD, adaptation, technology transfer

and the Bali roadmap. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon will open the key

session. As some developed countries rejected the article, Brazil - the

world largest tropical country - insisted on excluding forest degradation

as part of the REDD, citing its minor degradation rate and the complicated

method to measure the level of forest degradation.

UNFCCC says that as of 2005, the global forest stored about 635 Gigaton

(Gt) of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main contributor to the global warming.

The report says the world's forest vegetation holds about 283 Gt of carbon,

dead wood with 38 Gt, while the soil and litter stocked up to 317 Gt of

greenhouse gas emissions. The deforestation, mainly through the conversion

of forest for agricultural activities had reached the alarming rate of 13

million hectares per year for the period of 1990 to 2005. Deforestation

contributed to about 20 percent of annual greenhouse gas emissions globally

in 1990s.

The draft also invites parties to further strengthen and support the

ongoing efforts to reduce emission from deforestation under a voluntary

basis. It says that all parties should support capacity building and

technical assistances and facilitate transfer of technology as well as

improve, among others, monitoring and reporting efforts to reduce the

emissions. The draft invites submission from parties by March 21, 2008 on

how to address outstanding methodologies and issues including assessments

of changes of forest cover, carbon stocks and emissions from deforestation.

The REDD proposal was first introduced at the climate change talks in

Montreal in 2005 by Papua New Guinea and Costa Rica.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Global Alliance for EcoMobility launched

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 11, 2007

NUSA DUA

The Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), in partnership with the

business sector, experts and roads users including cyclists and pedestrians

launched Monday the Global Alliance for EcoMobility. Opened during the

climate conference?s sidelines, the alliance is ?a cross-sectoral

partnership for the integrated promotion of walking, cycling, wheeling and

?passenging? (use of public transport)?, the press release said.

?Urban transport is a major source of CO2 emissions, and in many of our

urban agglomerations traffic is already in a state of crisis,? said Konrad

Otto-Zimmerman, the secretary general of ICLEI said at the launch.

The alliance includes manufacturers of bicycles, child-carrier products, as

well as associations of cyclists, pedestrians and users of public

transport. The alliance is inviting the membership of International

Federation of Pedestrians (IFP), the release said.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. Adaptation To Cost $86 Billion Per Year

Source: December 11, 2997

Nusa Dua, Bali

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) researchers urged developed

nations on Tuesday to immediately discuss adaptation funds as the key to

the solution of problems being discussed at the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Kevin Watkins, the lead author of a report titled "Fighting Climate Change:

Human Solidarity in a Divided World", said rich countries had left poor

countries in the lurch, putting the latter in a state of "sinking or

swimming" without any support. The report on the impact of climate change

on global development in 2007/2008 pointed out an imbalanced trend in the

funding sector to adapt to climate change.

The UNDP said the trend may lead to an apartheid-style adaptation

phenomenon as poor countries would be left sinking alone and forced to rely

on their own capacity without significant support from rich countries.

Speaking at a press conference held on the occasion of the climate change

conference, Kavin said it was high time for developed nations "to step

forward" with regard to adaptation funds. In its Human Development Report,

UNDP predicted adaptation funds needed by 2015 would be US$86 billion per

year.

"The figure seems very large but actually it only accounts for 0.2 percent

of rich countries` GDP," he said. Adaptation funds derived from all

multilateral funding sources in the past two years amounted to only US$26

million, or equal to the amount of funds spent by Britain on a

flood-control project for a week, he said.

Adaptation funds which are intended to address the expected impact of

climate change are one of the most crucial issues being debated at the Bali

conference. This week`s ministerial meeting of UNFCCC is expected to decide

the mechanism of the adaptation fund, including the institution managing

the fund, financial sources and the way funds are to be distributed.(*)

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. President Dedicates US$236 million Worth Of Energy Projects

Source: Antara News - December 11. 2007

Denpasar

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has dedicated four environment-friendly

energy and mineral resource projects representing a total investment of

US$236 million. The four major projects, located in a number of areas in

Indonesia, were dedicated by the president on the sidelines of the 13th

Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change (UNFCCC) in Nusa Dua, Bali, on Tuesday.

The four projects are the development of Kamojang Geothermal Electricity

Plant (PLTP) Unit 4 with a capacity of 60 MegaWatt (MW) in Bandung, West

Java, to supply steam to PLTP PLN units 1, 2, and 3 whith a capacity of 140

MW; Lahendong thermal field in North Sulawesi with a capacity of 40 MW to

supply steam to PLTP PLN unit 1 with a capacity of 20 MW and unit 2 with a

capacity of 20 MW; Sibanyak project in North Sumatra; and Darajat project

in Garut district, West Java. The dedication of the energy and mineral

resources ministry projects was attended by Energy Minister Purnomo

Yusgiantoro and a number of United Indonesia Cabinet ministers and

governors.

Meanwhile, Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro said Indonesia had potential

geothermal energy sources of 27,000 MegaWatt (MW) or 40 percent of the

world`s total reserves. But to date only a small part of the country`s

geothermal energy or 992 MW has been used, the minister said in his report

to President Yudhoyono at a function marking the signing of a cooperation

agreement on Carbon Capture Storage (CCS) between the energy and mineral

resources ministry and Total E&F Indonesia in Nusa Dua, Bali.

Purnomo said the potential geothermal energy sources were expected to be

developed gradually to produce clean and environment-friendly energy. As

such, geothermal energy was expected to meet the people`s need for

electricity and at the same time improve their welfare.

Purnomo added that Indonesia had a total installed electricity generating

capacity of 25,000 MW which would continue to be increased following the

construction of power plants with a combined capacity of 10,000 MW in a

number of location in the country. Therefore, the energy minister expressed

hope that high technology cooperation with various parties would emphasize

fuel efficiency and new innovations in an effort to produce clean and

environment-friendly energy. (*)

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. Indonesian Pulp Output Hit by Logging Curbs

Source: Reuters - December 11, 2007

JAKARTA

A drive to clamp down on illegal logging in Indonesia could cut supplies of

raw materials to the pulp and paper industry and slash output by two-thirds

next year, an industry official said on Monday. Environmentalists blame

timber groups in the country for illegal logging and the destruction of

forests. The pulp and paper groups have denied that they use illegally

logged timber.

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said last month that illegal

loggers and their financial backers were "common enemies" and must be

brought to justice.

Muhammad Mansur, chairman of Indonesia's pulp and paper association, cited

cases where firms had got permits from the forestry ministry to cut down

trees in a concession but had then been targeted by the police for illegal

logging.

"The conflict between the forestry department and the police department has

hurt raw material supplies," Mansur told Reuters.

Since the start of the year, police have tried to catch illegal loggers in

areas including forest concessions owned by companies supplying wood to PT

Indah Kiat Pulp & Paper and PT Riau Andalan Pulp and paper in Sumatra

island, a director at a parent firm said previously.

Mansur said pulp producers were expected to produce 1.68 million tonnes of

pulp next year, down from an estimated of 5.2 million tonnes this year and

5.67 million tonnes in 2006. He said that in order to ensure supplies, the

companies had been cutting down immature trees on their plantations, but he

estimated this would only be possible until the end of the first quarter of

2008.

Indonesia has 84 integrated pulp and paper mills, with a total capacity of

6.5 million tonnes, according to data from the association. The country

exports about half of its production to Asia, including China and South

Korea.

Indah Kiat is a unit of Asia Pulp and Paper, part of the Sinar Mas group,

while Riau Andalan is a subsidiary of APRIL, which is part of the Raja

Garuda Mas (RGM) International group. The two companies account for 65

percent of the country's total output of pulp and require a total of 9

million tonnes of wood per year.

According to Greenpeace, Indonesia had the fastest pace of deforestation in

the world between 2000-2005, with an area of forest equivalent to 300

soccer pitches destroyed every hour. (Reporting by Mita Valina Liem,

editing by Ed Davies)

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

10. RI Must Protect Forestry Industry, Logging Interests

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 12, 2007

By Ridwan Max Sijabat, Jakarta

Indonesia must protect its forestry industry despite mounting world demands

to stop logging and the rampant illegal logging problems here, legislators

said Tuesday. Azis Sjamsuddin, chairman of the illegal logging committee at

the House of Representatives, denounced such demands as more political and

economic than environmental.

"It's impossible for Indonesia to stop exploring its natural resources,

including its forests, because it would (harm) the millions of people

making their livelihoods from the forestry industry," he said in a

discussion on illegal logging. "The forest resources must be well-managed

to improve the people's welfare and increase Indonesia's foreign exchange."

Ganjar Pranowo, a member of the House's forestry and agriculture

commission, agreed while accusing other pulp and paper and palm oil

producers such as China, Brazil and Malaysia of using the UN climate change

conference in Bali as a forum to criticize Indonesia and weaken the pulp

and palm oil industry here. He said China and Brazil were Indonesia's two

main competitors in the world pulp and paper market and Malaysia was its

only competitor in the palm oil industry.

"But internally the government must reassess the actual condition of its

forests to maintain a balance between ecological and economic interests,"

Ganjar said. "Authorities must enforce the law consistently and take harsh

action against all parties involved in illegal logging."

Data from the Indonesian Forestry Industry Association indicate Indonesia

received US$3.9 billion in foreign exchange from the annual export of six

million tons of pulp and 10 million tons of paper.

Director-executive of Greenomics Indonesia, Elfian Effendi, said Indonesia

should continue with the forestry and palm oil industries which have

contributed only 18 percent to global warming and climate change.

"Giant industrial countries such as the United States, China, India and

European countries should reduce their carbon production, which makes up 82

percent (of the pollutants causing) climate change," he said. "China, India

and the U.S, which declined to sign the Kyoto Protocol, have also imported

illegal logs from Indonesia."

Elfian and Ganjar both said the government had not yet shown a strong

political commitment to environmental interests in carrying out the

national development program.

"This has been shown by the overlapping of rainforests and industrial

forests in Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi and Papua as well as the weak

commitment to enforcing the 1999 forestry law and the 1997 law on the

environment and Criminal Codes," Ganjar said. "Pulp and paper mills

involved in illegal logging should be punished." He said the enforcement of

the 2007 law on spatial zoning would help Indonesia protect national parks

and protected forests from illegal logging.

Elfian called on the central government to have stronger coordination with

regional administrations to avoid the issuance of overlapping ordinances in

the forestry sector.

"Regional heads giving industrial concessions in rainforests, protected

forests and national parks should be brought to court," he said.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

11. Indonesian Mangroves and Global Warming

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 12, 2007

By Sukristijono Sukardjo, Jakarta

Straddling two environments -- land and sea -- the frontal edge of the

mangrove stand is characterized by thick vegetation, tangled roots and

glutinous mud. The soil is periodically waterlogged, rich in organic matter

and therefore low in oxygen. Water and nutrients are abundant, but the

water is salty. It is called the waterlogged forest.

The environment in which mangroves grow is harsh. Only a few of the

mangrove species are normally seen at or close to the water's edge and that

is why most people seem to find these forests somewhat monotonous. The

other members of the group tend to be hidden from view by those at the

front, but nonetheless often cover large areas and are important in the

general ecology.

Rarely are all species found in any one estuary. It is true to say, in

fact, that no two estuaries are exactly alike. Like any other plant, each

mangrove has its particular environmental preferences. To the experienced

eye, therefore, mangrove forests display far greater diversity than one

might imagine and it is beginning to appear these differences may affect

such things as fishing. Only careful research will tell whether or not this

is so.

To date, approximately 110 to 204 plants species being found associated

with Indonesian mangroves and numerous species of micro flora (fungi,

lichens, diatoms and algal), the associated fauna and the microbial species

of the soils, waters and air. Some are still waiting a proper

identification.

Walking in an Avicennia forest is hampered by a dense growth of short,

woody pegs projecting from the soil. These are pneumatophores -- aerial

extensions of the mangrove's roots. The prop-roots of Rhizophora spp

stabilize the mangrove in soft mud and hold it against currents.

The roots of the living trees serve as hiding places for fish and as

substrate for much-desired oysters. The seeds within the fruits will

germinate before falling from the tree. Viviparity, as this phenomenon is

called, enables the young mangroves to root quickly. Tidal forests contain

distinctive vegetation zones, reflecting differences in the duration of

inundation, the input of freshwater from the hinterland, salinity,

geomorphology, human interference and other factors.

Indonesian mangroves grow in areas of high solar radiation and have the

ability to take up fresh water from salt, so they are in an excellent

position to achieve high primary productivity. Mangroves provide an

interesting natural laboratory for ecologists and biologists.

Mangroves are also valuable outdoor classrooms and in the Suwung in Bali

for example, boardwalks have been built allowing easy public access. The

mangroves of Indonesia's coast are exhilarating to view and exciting to

explore.

The republic's mangroves are one of the most important parts of the

country's estuaries (as a major component of river-basin or river

catchment) and a source of conflicts in terms of tropical ecosystems for

the direct and indirect benefits it produces. The mangrove forest plays

many roles including a coastal stabilizer, dispersant of the energy of

storms, tidal bores and winds. It is also a convenient nursery area for

fish, shrimp, crabs, mollusks. The role of mangroves in the cycle of

nutrients and energy, which makes estuaries among our most important

sources of seafood has been recognized only in recent years. This is a

considerable challenge which, if effectively pursued, could prove the only

long-term means of sustaining an economically viable fishery.

Mangroves along the coasts of Indonesia are vital for global climate

changes and also to South China Sea fishing, ecologists say. The

destruction of Indonesian mangroves by mankind, however, is progressing

extensively and intensively in a massive manner. Also, the natural

calamities at the present day play a significant role too. We should pay

attention to the coastal environment, especially in Aceh, Sumatra Utara and

Nias.

Conservation of the mangrove ecosystem is a way for "real lasting

development. Because the mangrove forest grows at the interface between

land and sea, the destruction of this ecosystem causes severe damage to

both terrestrial and aquatic neighboring ecosystems.

The majority of the world's mangroves lie in Indonesia and Indonesian

mangroves contribute 27 percent of the world's mangrove area. The time has

come for Indonesia to establish a National Strategy for Mangrove Ecosystem

Management in Indonesia (NSMEMI) that clearly states the values of

mangroves resources to the nation, takes steps to keep our remaining

mangrove forests and initiates the process of restoring the mangrove

environment for the future.

A national policy must increase the role of resource management agencies in

development projects and require that all development agencies prevent

mangrove forest loss or fully mitigate such loss when it is unavoidable. As

a national policy develops and is implemented we will see significant

changes that not only slow, and eventually stop, mangrove forests loss, but

ultimately result in a reversal of mangrove loss.

The establishment and implementation of a national policy (e.g., for green

belt, national parks, nature reserve, wildlife sanctuaries) on coastal

resources in general and the mangrove ecosystem in particular, will not be

easy task, but it is necessary one.

Mangroves mean too much to the national interest to be squandered for quick

profits or political expediency. Instead, these tidal wetlands should be

declared endangered habitats and given national recognition as a critical

resource. The question is do we Indonesians have the will?

The writer is professor of mangrove ecology at the Center for Oceanological

Research and Development, Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI), Jakarta,

Indonesia.
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12. Countries Agree On Fund Handling

Source: The Jakarta Post - December 12, 2007

NUSA DUA, Bali

After struggling with divided opinions for over a week, participants of the

ongoing UN climate conference agreed Tuesday on the mechanism and

institutions handling adaptation funds. The funds will be used to finance

efforts to adapt to climate change impacts, enabling developing countries

to use the fund by early next year.

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Executive

Secretary, Yvo de Boer, said that the parties finally agreed on how the

fund would operate, including its governing body, functions, secretariat,

and trustee.

?There was agreement by governments to request the Global Environment

Facility (GEF) to provide the secretarial services for the adaptation funds

and they decided to request the World Bank to serve as the trustee to the

fund so can be launched,? de Boer told reporters.

Adaptation, which refers to efforts to adapt to climate change impacts, is

one of the four building blocks in the negotiation during the conference

besides mitigation, transfer of technology and financing scheme. The

adaptation fund under the Kyoto Protocol was established to finance

concrete adaptation projects in developing countries, which are parties to

Kyoto.

De Boer said the fund could become operational together with the start of

the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol at the beginning of the

2008.

Parties agreed that the Adaptation Fund Board will have 16 members from

parties to the Protocol, with representation as follows -- two from each of

the five UN Regional groups; one from small islands states; one from least

developed countries (LDCs); two others from non-Annex I (developing

countries); and two others from Annex I (developed countries).  The

participants also decided to undertake a review of all matters relating to

the fund every three years there after.

Separately, head of the Indonesian delegation to the conference, Emil

Salim, said that Indonesia welcomed the decision as the fund was managed by

developing countries, which own the fund.

?GEF secretariat will merely serve as secretariat for the fund board which

is established by the parties. So we as the owners control the money,? Emil

told reporters.

EU also welcomed Tuesday the agreement on the fund, underlining it as a

breakthrough in the negotiation.

?This very welcome success will allow the fund to start operating, and to

help the most vulnerable poor countries in coping with impacts of the

climate change,? European Commissioner for environment Stavros Dimas said.

Earlier, while most developed countries, including the U.S. and the EU,

expressed support for GEF to handle the adaptation funds, because they saw

the organization as experienced and with the infrastructure and expertise,

most developing countries had rejected GEF based on the experience that it

has been very difficult for these countries to get money under GEF

management, and accused GEF as not being transparent in its operation. The

fund is taken from a 2 percent levy on projects under the Clean Development

Mechanism (CDM).

UNFCCC has announced that while the world needed an estimate of $40 billion

to finance adaptation efforts, the current value of the fund was only $36

million. It estimated that the level of funding will reach $100 to $500

million a year in the period between 2008 and 2012.

It said that the current sources of official development assistance (ODA)

are insufficient to cover the adaptation needs as estimated by the UNFCCC,

the IPCC, the World Bank, and the Stern Review. It added that calculations

indicated that available per capita money for adaptation in developing

countries ranges from 3 cents per annum to $3.82 per annum. (Abdul Khalik

and Adianto P. Simamora)

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

13. NGOs Frustrated in Bali

Source: IPS - December 12, 2007

By Eric Lemus, NUSA DUA, Indonesi

Representatives of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) called for greater

accountability on the part of industrialised countries and a firmer stance

by developing nations in order to avert failure at the current conference

on climate change in Indonesia.

Environmentalists are feeling frustrated at the 13th Session of the

Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention

on Climate Change (UNFCCC), taking place Dec. 3 to 14 on the Indonesian

island of Bali.

Ministerial delegates must agree an agenda and a timetable of measures to

curb emissions of greenhouse gases, which if unchecked would cause

irreversible and catastrophic climate alterations. But the positions

expressed by delegates from Canada and Japan during the first week have

been disappointing for those expecting wealthy nations to take on

commitments under the principle of common but differentiated

responsibilities.

"The delegates are still working as if this were just any old meeting; the

focus could be climate change, the international price of bananas, or

whatever," Marcelo Furtado, an activist with Greenpeace Brazil, told IPS.

Government delegates must behave responsibly if they want to make this

meeting a success, said a communiqué issued by the international

environmental watchdog.

Developing nations should take on a more proactive role, because "the

industrialised nations aren?t putting any money on the table, nor are they

making any commitments to reduce their future emissions of carbon dioxide

(the main greenhouse gas)," said Furtado. The debate is about what is going

to happen after the 2012 deadline for the industrialised states party to

the Kyoto Protocol to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to 5.2 percent

below 1990 levels. The exception is the United States, which did not ratify

the protocol.

Earlier this year, governments came to an informal consensus that by 2020,

emissions should be cut to between 25 and 40 percent below 1990 levels.

"This is an emission reduction range, it?s not a target, and it?s something

that governments said earlier this year they should be guided by in the

context of the negotiations," UNFCCC Secretary Yvo de Boer said on Tuesday.

The U.S. government?s consistent opposition to mandatory emission

reductions has now been reinforced by Canada and Japan, which have ruled

out a specific commitment unless all large emitters adopt the same

reduction quotas. Such a policy would directly affect the emerging

economies of India and China, which are not bound by any obligations under

the Kyoto Protocol, signed in 1997.

Scientists are calling on governments to make a commitment that would stop

global greenhouse gas emissions from further increase within 10 to 15

years. In order to keep the earth?s average temperature from increasing

more than two degrees Celsius this century, and to prevent some of the

worst consequences of global warming, a reduction of at least 50 percent of

emissions by 2050 is required.

"This agreement cannot simply be reduced to a play of interests," said

climate change analyst Karen Suassuna of the World Wide Fund for Nature

(WWF) Brazil, referring to Canada?s unhelpful attitude. "Industrialised

countries are boycotting all the issues of vital interest to developing

countries," she added.

Friends of the Earth International (FoE) issued a bulletin regretting that

industrialised countries are unwilling to adopt an agreement to reduce

polluting emissions by at least 40 percent. "Ten years on from Kyoto, the

science of climate change is even more alarming," said Tony Juniper,

executive director of the federation of environmental organisations from

over 70 countries.

Except for the support of Canada and Japan, Washington is isolated. There

are also dissenting voices from within the U.S. itself. Democratic Senator

John Kerry, for instance, was present at the conference. He told reporters

that he believed the U.S. Congress would establish a mandatory cap on

greenhouse gas emissions by 2009. He also said the United States must lead

the way cutting emissions to convince developing nations like China to take

action.

At one of the parallel meetings, a delegation from California presented

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger?s policies to combat global warming. In

2006, Schwarzenegger pushed through a law that envisages an 80 percent

reduction in greenhouse gas emissions below 1990 levels, by 2050. The plan

combines mandatory targets, regulation, flexibility mechanisms and new

incentives.

Some participants are more optimistic about the international talks.

"Since the publication of the last report by the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC), the international community and people in general

have begun to understand that climate change is a threat that has specific

causes," activist Paulo Prado, head of environmental policy for the

Brazilian branch of Conservation International, told IPS.

"There is greater awareness of the fact that if I consume more gasoline, I

am contributing more to global warming," he said. In the view of others,

however, the fundamental issues are not even present in Bali.

"I?m fully aware that whatever happens at this conference will be of no use

at all, because our way of life is not in harmony with nature," said

Eugenio del Valle, a delegate for the Mexican Revolutionary Federation of

Workers and Campesinos (CROC).

"If you analyse the roots of our cultures, you?ll see they were societies

that lived as they did in order to serve the earth. We give it nothing. We

just take and take. Whose fault is that?" the trade unionist asked.

In the corridors of the conference centre, the press waited for

confirmation of the arrival of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Al Gore, as if

the presence of the former U.S. vice president might change the minds of

the most inflexible negotiators.

While tempers heat up in the convention centre where 10,000 participants

have gathered from more than 180 countries, outside the traffic has become

increasingly jammed as the large ministerial delegations arrive. The

peaceful routine that tourists on the island are accustomed to is

shattered. Every hotel and shopping mall is patrolled by police officers,

and every stree

