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Delegates from the 160 countries which are parties to the Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol, meeting in Bangkok from 31 March to 4 April, agreed on a work programme and a schedule for future negotiations in order to reach a new global agreement on combating climate change. In particular, they decided to include air and maritime transport in the sectors covered by efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GGEs) and confirmed that the carbon market, created by the Kyoto Protocol, will be maintained beyond 2012, thus providing the industrial world with the political signal and foresight that it had expected.

BONUS FOR EU

Delegates adopted a declaration according to which they commit to examining the means of limiting or reducing the GGEs of aircraft and boats, sectors excluded from the commitments subscribed to by industrialised countries in the framework of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. These commitments expire in 2012. This step forward constitutes a first (small) victory for the European Union and Norway, at the cutting edge of this process, the EU having already presented proposals for the integration of air transport into its Emission Trading Scheme (ETS). However, the battle has not yet been won: some countries, such as Singapore and Australia, have sought to compromise the declaration by suggesting that the transport industry should regulate itself.

SUSTAINABILITY OF CARBON MARKET

Delegates confirmed that the parties to the Kyoto Protocol will continue to develop a system based on a carbon dioxide market as a means of controlling these emissions. They will also continue to strive to improve the system by which industrialised countries finance green' technologies in developing countries with the aim of limiting their own emissions (Clean Development Mechanism or CDM) as well as the mechanism for Joint Implementation (JI, intended for transition economies).

Moreover, serious discrepancies appeared following a Japanese proposal to hold negotiations on a "sectoral approach," which would allow each industry to be judged on its environmental obligations. Poor countries fear that the sectoral approach does not place industrialised countries in a better position to meet the Kyoto commitments and that this constraint is a hidden way of legally obliging developing countries to reduce their own emissions via costly investments. This proposal should be "better explained,",= admitted Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

SCHEDULE

With regard to procedures, negotiators will meet three more times in 2008. In Bonn (Germany), in June, they will discuss the financing of actions to reduce GGEs, the transfer of technologies to developing countries and adaptation measures. In August, in Ghana, they will examine deforestation and the Japanese proposal for a sectoral approach' and in Poznan (Poland) in December, during the annual conference of the parties, ministers and other governmental delegates will give a progress report on the process. The pace of negotiations will intensify next year with four meetings totalling eight weeks at least (instead of six in 2008), in order to reach an agreement in Copenhagen in December 2009.

ALLIANCE OF FOREST PEOPLES

Furthermore, 13 countries meeting in Manaus (Brazil) representing peoples of the tropical forest - Brazil, Ecuador, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guyana, French Guyana, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Suriname, Panama, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Indonesia - unanimously signed, on 4 April, the Declaration of Manaus, which will allow traditional forest peoples to better put forward their interests in climate change negotiations and to join together to obtain financial compensation. The latter should be based on future mechanisms for reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD), to be created by the Climate Change Convention.

