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The Kyoto Protocol is a first collective attempt by the world to deal with climate change. It is an important start, but we have to build on Kyoto and do more. The international community must work out a practical and effective approach, after the first commitment period under Kyoto expires in 2012. Let me propose three principles, which I believe are essential for a post-2012 framework.

First, the framework must have the commitment and participation of all countries, under UNFCCC auspices.

Second, the framework should recognize the vital importance of economic growth. Poverty is not a solution to global warming. If actions to mitigate climate change are to preserve growth, they should not undermine globalization and the international division of labor.

Third, the framework must take into account differences in national circumstances and constraints. Countries vary in size, population and stage of development. Given this wide range of situations of different countries, the post-2012 framework cannot use a one-size-fits-all approach. Based on these broad principles, let me suggest a few effective approaches to mitigate climate change.

First, we should pursue pragmatic and cost-effective ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This includes exploiting technology to improve energy efficiency and reduce wastage, for example by using more public transport instead of cars, and not over-cooling or over-heating buildings. We should also apply economics to price energy properly and avoid subsidizing over-consumption of fossil fuels.

Second, we need to protect the world's carbon sinks. Slash-and-burn practices and the large-scale burning of peat lands release massive amounts of carbon into the atmosphere. We must stop these practices and the lost of forested areas. This requires the continued attention and support of the international community, as well as responsible policies and affective enforcement by the countries which own these forests. Singapore support the idea of reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) proposed by Indonesia, and regional initiatives like the Heart of Borneo project.

Third, beyond individual measures, it is necessary to set overall targets to reduce emissions. Countries need to agree to this objective, negotiate a deal, and put in place policies to achieve the cuts. All countries must work together, but the major economies have to show leadership, as any viable solution requires their full commitment.

Fourth, climate change is a dynamic problem. Technology is changing, the global climate is changing, and our understanding of climate change is also changing. Hence we need not just a one-time, complete solution, but evolving, creative response that will exploit new technologies and adapt to new scientific discoveries. This response must include a major investment in research on climate change and energy technologies, be it carbon storage, solar power, safe nuclear energy, or other low-carbon ways to power our future.

Fifth, we should work on adaptation strategies. Climate change will take place despite our best efforts. We can, at best, slow down the build-up of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere over the next decades, but we cannot reverse global warming and restore conditions to the pre-industrial age. We must therefore adapt our societies to surviving in a warmer world, and apply our ingenuity and resolve to minimizing the negative effects. The sooner we start doing this, the more affordable this task will be.

Dealing with global warming will be a long and difficult process. It will need political support from the populations of our countries, for we will face tough choices. Singapore, and all the members of ASEAN, will do our part in this global effort. We are fully committed to an ambitious Bali Roadmap that will deliver an effective post-2012 regime.

