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Global warming and the energy crisis have swept the world with a wave of insecurity. Being ultimately popularized by Al Gore in his documentary 'An Inconvenient Truth', global warming and the energy crisis have scared the world.

Many countries are worried by this grim forecast and being an archipelagic country, Indonesia is one of them. Whatever the forecast is the Bali Roadmap that will lead the world to a new commitment, after the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012, is our lifeline.

Even though the UN climate change conference now underway in Bali focuses on four building blocks, the one that has gained much attention is the scheme for developing countries to conserve their forests in exchange for foreign money and the possibility of cultivating biofuel in developing countries under an off-set scheme called REDD (Reducing Emission from Deforestation and Degradation).

Unfortunately there has been a lack of effort to disseminate information on the Bali Roadmap, not to mention what kind of socio-economical impacts on the country and its people the roadmap will have. People need to be informed so as to spot possible flaws in the roadmap.

The results of the conference will give both developed and developing countries different responsibilities, but with the same goal of reducing pollution and keeping the lungs of the world, the forests, safe.

Nothing comes free and we'd better realize the risks before it's too late. On top of that, with corruption marauding, the money will vanish in no time and our worst nightmare of being an enslaved country may come true.

In the end, we will lose much more money than we earn. Why? Because if we sign the treaty, we will probably start our biofuels program 15 years later. Malaysia controls 30 percent of the world's palm oil market and African countries are now developing hybrid palm plantations.

So, how to ameliorate this painful future? First, to the government, please be honest with the people. Are we really that broke that we can't maximize our plantation resources? If we can increase our palm oil production and other export commodities, do we really need this treaty?

This treaty is not a way out for our economic problem. The money we may raise is too small compared with the opportunity offered by our own potentials.

The environmental destruction the country is facing is our own responsibility but now we have to bear the responsibility of others.

I don't think this conference is about conflicts between developed and developing countries. Rather it is about the endurance of the third world to negotiate with rich countries. The weaker ones will be the first to fall victim.

It is likely that the Bali Roadmap will be signed at the end of the conference and will shape the future of Indonesia. That's why we have to be prepared not only for the good news but more importantly for the worst.
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