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"They agree to support but not under a financing obligation," the Director General of Forestry Production at the Forestry Ministry, Hadi Pasaribu said on the sidelines of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) conference here, Monday.

As a new approach that will be included in the agreement of the 13th Conference of Parties (CoP) to the UNFCCC, issues on compensation for developing countries with tropical forests under the REDD scheme has been under intensive and tough discussion.

However, he said, if the conference failed to reach agreement on the matter, the issue will be discussed further in the 14th CoP to the UNFCCC in 2008.

"Some 54 percent of our forests are tropical forests and absorb billions of tons of carbon. Of course there must be a compensation. We have to conserve it but we also need the forests to improve the people's welfare," he said.

Hadi disclosed, there have been some differences among tropical forest owners on the REDD mechanism and whether it should be implemented directly or in pilot projects.

"Brazil is a country with a readiness to implement it, but Indonesia prefers a pilot project first as we need to find the most suitable method," he added.

Meanwhile, Deputy to the Indonesian Permanent Representative to the UN, Adiyatwidi Adiwoso said, there is an initiative to launch Tropical Forests by tropical forest owners (F11) by Brazil, Zaire, Indonesia and 17 other countries.

"They will discuss the necessary action for the 2008-2012 period

involving the developed countries in discussions on deforestation and funding," he said.

