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He said the forestry ministry had conducted various studies and researches which were supported by the governments of Britain, Australia, Germany and the World Bank.

The study team worked in a forum called Indonesia Forest Climate Alliance (IFCA) and had carried out studies on the methodology, payment mechanism and market. It also studied production forests, peat land, land for oil palm plantations, land for pulp and paper industries, according to Masyhud.

The forestry ministry official said the REDD pilot projects would be carried out between 2008 and 2012 in an effort to identify and overcome various problems that would arise during the implementation of the REDD scheme.

He said basically the aim of the pilot projects was to gain experience in the implementation of REDD before it would really be applied after 2012.

The IFCA studies indicated that Indonesia had the capacity and resources that could be constantly increased for the implementation of the REDD scheme.

The REDD scheme in the forestry field could be implemented in pulp and paper timber estate (HTI) areas, production forests, protected/conservation areas and in peat land areas, he said.

