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This article reported on Indonesia's willingness to sign up to a scheme called Reducing Emissions from Deforestation in Developing Countries (REDD).

Indonesian Forestry Minister MS Ka'ban conveyed Indonesia's preparedness to join the network which would see developed nations provide funding to developing countries in order to reduce emissions from deforestation, an issue that has been on the agenda at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bali.

Ka'ban said that the main principle for the implementation of REDD in Indonesia was for any such mechanism to be coordinated by the central government. However, he stated there would be clear provisions for regulation in accordance with the authority of provincial governments, regional governments, as well as mechanisms for channelling funding to the community.

According to the minister, Indonesia's preparedness to join the initiative demonstrated a will to cooperate with the international community within the Indonesian Forest Climate Alliance (IFCA) which has already been in motion for more than five months, an agreement which guaranteed Indonesia's forestry programme also concerns its self with social issues.

That cooperation, said Ka'ban, has led to Indonesia's willing participation in REDD which would proceed with pilot activities followed by full implementation.

The minister did not want to speculate on how much funding Indonesia hoped to receive because that was something that would depend on the pilot activities to be implemented from 2008-2012.

During the pilot period, he said, plans and strategies concerning methodology, market analysis and incentive mechanisms for REDD would be prepared.
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