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VAST tracts of tropical rainforests will be protected under a declaration signed last night by the governor of Brazil's Amazonas state and his counterparts from the Indonesian provinces of Aceh, Papua and West Papua. 

Dubbed the "green governors", they will impose moratoriums on logging across their provinces, home to much of the world's tropical forests.

With growing frustration at faltering negotiations in Bali to include programs to reduce deforestation in a post-Kyoto climate treaty, the governors have decided to take the lead.

Emissions from forestry account for about a fifth of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, the vast majority from Indonesia and the Amazon.

The Bali meeting is considering paying developing nations to protect their forests by creating a new market in carbon credits.

The governors have also joined with an innovative Australian company, Carbon Conservation, to create a voluntary carbon credit market to sell shares in the carbon saved by protecting their forests.

The governors' move came as environment groups blasted the lack of progress in forestry negotiations in Bali.

Greenpeace spokesman Marcelo Furtado said: "What we are seeing in the deforestation debate is a potential crime scene and when the ministers arrive next week they may find a dead body in the house."

Action in Bali was essential, or there risked being no forest left to save, Mr Furtado said.

He welcomed the governors' declaration. "They are acting because nations aren't. I hope it serves as a jump-start for national and international action."

Fauna and Flora International spokesman Frank Momberg said the declaration would protect a vast chunk of the world's forest, setting an international example to combat climate change. FFI was already developing pilot programs for the provinces so they could participate in international deforestation-reducing schemes.

The declaration states the governors will halt all logging, conserve forests and commit to reducing greenhouse emissions. It calls for international support for the initiative.

Aceh's Governor Irwandi Yusuf said he wanted to plant more trees in Aceh to keep it green. "The world needs the forests of Aceh," he said.

Governor Yusuf has been leading patrols against logging, cutting the trade by more than half. One thousand forest rangers have been recruited to enforce the ban and another 2000 should join them next year.

Carbon Conservation chief Dorjee Sun said the environment could not wait for international initiatives to save the world's "emerald necklace" of tropical forests covered by the moratorium.

Funds raised by the sale of carbon credits, supplemented by environmentally friendly investments around the forests, would generate income. It would also provide work for local communities that had been forced to depend on illegal logging, Mr Sun said.

"The only way to stop deforestation is to go on the offensive, with economic incentives," he said.

During the moratorium on logging, the provinces' forests will be mapped and assessed for their carbon finance value.

The trading mechanism Mr Sun proposes is based on the concept that developing countries should be compensated if they lower rates of deforestation and associated carbon emissions.

The carbon credit created could be purchased by companies and countries to compensate for their greenhouse gas emissions.
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