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BALI, Indonesia, Dec. 6 -- The increasingly warmer global climate is speeding up degradation of Amazon rain forests, conservation group WWF said in a report Thursday.

In its new report, The Amazon's Vicious Cycles: Drought and Fire in the Greenhouse, the organization reveals how climate change will impact the world's communities, particularly the people of South America.

The report was released on the Indonesian resort island of Bali, where more than 10,000 delegates from 189 countries are gathering to talk about climate change at the 13th Session of the Conference of Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change.

''The importance of the Amazon forests for the globe's climate cannot be underplayed,'' Dan Nepstad, senior scientist at the Woods Hole Research Center in Massachusetts who wrote the report, told a press conference.

''It's not only essential for cooling the world's temperature but also such a large source of freshwater that it may be enough to influence some of the great ocean currents, and on top of that, it's a massive store of carbon,'' he added.

According to the report, in large parts of the Amazon Basin, where the moist broadleaf forests are located, reckless selective logging, drought and fire are thinning the forest canopy, allowing more and more sunlight to penetrate to and dry out the fine fuel layer on the floor of the forests.

Less rainfall may also be felt in such far-flung places as India, the western Pacific and Central America.

''We can still stop the destruction of the Amazon, but we need the support of rich countries,'' said Karen Suassuna, climate change analyst of WWF-Brazil.

''Our success in protecting the Amazon depends on how fast rich countries reduce their climate damaging emissions to slow down global warming,'' she added.

WWF, along with the Alliance of Forest People, expressed support for a scheme on reducing emissions from deforestation in developing countries, or REDD, proposed by Indonesia at the 11th COP to UNFCCC in Canada two years ago. The scheme is expected to be agreed to in the Bali talks.

Under the REDD scheme, to capture more greenhouse gas emissions, poorer forested countries must preserve their forests, including peat lands. In return, rich countries must provide financial incentives to them.

''A failure to protect the Amazon forest will not only be a disaster for millions of people who live in the Amazon region, but also for the stability of the world's climate,'' said Hans Verolme, director of the WWF's Global Climate Change Program.

