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Bali, Indonesia, Dec. 5 Kyodo - A UN climate change meeting will decide to address, as soon as possible, a range of policies and incentives related to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation, a draft document says.

The draft text for a decision on reducing emissions from deforestation in developing countries or REDD, obtained by Kyodo News, was distributed to delegates from 189 countries on the sidelines of the 13th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change on the Indonesian resort island Bali.

According to the draft, the meeting will decide "to address, at a future session, as soon as possible, the range of policy approaches and positive incentives as proposed by parties on the issues relating to reducing emissions from deforestation in developing countries." Developing nations are seeking for the inclusion of the draft in a road map expected to be adopted at the UN climate change summit on the Indonesian island Bali, the conference's President Rachmat Witoelar, who is also Indonesian environment minister, said in an interview with Kyodo News last month.

The concept of Reduction of Emission from Deforestation in Developing Countries, REDD, has been seen by many as friendlier than the current Clean Development Mechanism, CDM, under which requirements and criteria for forestry projects are much more complex.

The REDD scheme was proposed by Indonesia at the 11th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in Canada two years ago.

The draft will note that the sustainable reduction of emissions from deforestation in developing countries "requires stable and predictable availability of resources." Therefore, the Bali talks, according to the draft, will invite the parties "to further strengthen and support ongoing efforts to reduce emissions from deforestation on a voluntary basis." The parties will be encouraged "to explore a range of actions, identify options and undertake efforts, including pilot activities to address the drivers of deforestation relevant to their national circumstances with a view to reducing emissions from deforestation." The Bali road map is expected to list a set of decisions that launch formal negotiations with a specified timetable and end date covering all relevant elements and supporting the creation of legally binding instruments that builds on the Kyoto Protocol, which will expire in 2012.

The CDM allows developing countries to host projects aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, including through energy-based schemes or forestry activities.

The Kyoto Protocol says only afforestation and reforestation are eligible for CDM in the forestry sector.

The protocol defines afforestation as conversion from land that has not been forested for a period of at least 50 years to forested land through planting and seeding.

The projects must be registered with the UN Executive Board for approval. Once they are approved, the host of the projects will receive a certificate of emissions reduction.

The CERs can be traded with 38 rich countries which, under the Kyoto Protocol, have to cut their greenhouse gas emissions levels between 2008 and 2012 by 5.2 per cent below their 1990 levels. A ton of carbon dioxide reduction is currently worth between $5 and $20.

The complicated requirement has made many countries not interested in implementing it.

On the contrary, the principle of REDD is simple.

To capture more greenhouse gas emissions, poorer forested countries must preserve their forests, including peat lands. In return, rich countries must provide financial incentives to them.

Eleven countries - Brazil, Cameron, Costa Rica, Columbia, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea and Peru - have set up a coalition to promote the REDD concept in Bali.

Deforestation, which releases a significant amount of carbon dioxide, has made Indonesia the world's third largest emitter of gre enhouse gases after the United States and China, a World Bank report released early this year said.

Rising carbon dioxide levels have been identified as the primary cause of global warming since 1950 and tropical deforestation already contributes between 10 and 30 per cent of global warming emissions, experts say.

Deforestation is driven by many forces.

In some cases, poverty is the driver, with agricultural populations collecting fuel or expanding the frontier for subsistence agriculture. In others, opportunities for wealth generation are the main engine of destruction.

Indonesia has 120 million hectares of forests, the world's third largest after Brazil and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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