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Nusa Dua, Bali, Dec 5 (ANTARA): The Indonesian Forum for the Environment (Walhi) pressed on Wednesday for the exclusion of what it termed "carbon brokers" from any negotiations between Indonesia and other countries at the ongoing United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bali on 3-14.

"If carbon brokers and traders act as negotiators, there will be a scandal because they will only think of forest trade," Walhi Executive Director Khalid Muhammad said on the sidelines of a "climate justice" rally here on Wednesday.

Walhi was looking into who currently acted as carbon brokers, he said adding some of them were delegates to the UNFCCC or close to chief of the Indonesian delegation Emil Salim and Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar.

The carbon traders and brokers played a dominant role in fixing the selling prices of carbon dioxide, he said.

It was only proper if the Indonesian people who were suffering the impact of carbon gas emissions fixed the prices, he said.

"The carbon traders are actively struggling for the adoption of clean development mechanism (CDM) projects. Eight of nine CDM projects were signed yesterday (Dec 4) involving a total amount of US$500 million. Their other struggle is getting a so-called Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) program approved," he said.

The mechanism would eventually exempt developed nations from their responsibilities to reduce carbon emissions, he said.

He further expressed hope that the Indonesian delegation would encourage countries of the South and the North to pressure the US which is not yet ready to reduce its carbon emissions into agreeing on reduction of carbon emissions.

"The main task of the Indonesian delegation is to encourage cooperation among countries of the South and some countries of the North to form political force to pressure countries of Annex 1 which have traditionally been known as carbon emitters into reducing their carbon emissions by a minimum of 40 percent," he said.

Indonesia also needed to urge developed countries which have by far been the biggest CO2 emitters to take responsibility for the losses suffered by countries of the South due to the climate change.

