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World - Ecuador calls for rainforest preservation incentives
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Ecuadorean President Rafael Correa president said on Monday that he would join Indonesia and other rainforest countries in demanding compensation if they help to reduce global warming by refusing to clear or burn trees. 

Experts say that deforestation in the developing world is responsible for up to 20 per cent of annual emissions of carbon dioxide, largely because it is released during land clearing.

Because trees are believed to play a key role in absorbing emissions, their large-scale destruction is doubly damaging.

President Correa, who is visiting Indonesia, and President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono argued that rich countries should provide incentives to those who preserve rainforests, which are being rapidly cleared to meet global demand for cheap timber and palm oil.

"We are providing very valuable goods, but we are receiving nothing for our people, for our countries," Mr Correa said.

Among proposals being discussed in the run-up to next month's UN Climate Change conference in Bali are programmes to allow countries that cut back on deforestation to earn tradable carbon credits.
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