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Jakarta, Nov 26 (ANTARA): Indonesia has three strong bargaining positions it could use to fight for its goals in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNCCC) to be held in Bali on December 3 to 14, 2007.

Executive Director of Greenomics Indonesia, Elfian Effendi, said here on Monday that Indonesia's forests possess high economic values as they functioned as the world's biggest carbon absorbers and place of carbon concentration.

He said the first bargain was that Indonesia still had 36.5 million hectares of conservation and protected forests, which, due to its ability to absorb carbon, had an economic value of about 105-113.7 billion US dollars.

Besides protected forest, Indonesia also still has 36.7 million hectares of production forests which have an economic value of about 111.46 - 120.74 billion dollars.

The combined economic value of the carbon absorption of the protected and production forests reached between 216.4 - 234.4 billion, he said.

The second bargaining position, according to Elfian, is the economic value of Indonesia's forests in the context of the Reduction of Emissions from Deforestation in Developing Countries (REDD) mechanism, which will be financed by advanced states.

According to Greenomics Indonesia, the REDD Mechanism reduces illegal logging and conversion of forest production.

But Greenomics suggested however that Indonesia should not be too ambitious about the REDD mechanism because it would adversely reduce the economic value of Indonesia's forests.

"If advanced states want Indonesia to be at zero deforestation position on its production forests, they have to pay some 278.6 billion dollars as compensation," Elfian said.

The third bargaining position, which Elfian described as 'big ammunition,' is the carbon concentration which almost reaches 7,000 megatons in Indonesian forests. The economic value of this carbon concentration is about 134.5 billion US dollars, he said.

Elfian said that advanced countries must pay 134.5 billion dollars if they wanted to prevent Indonesia from releasing 7,000 megatons of carbon into the atmosphere through deforestation.

Greenomics therefore viewed that the REDD mechanism was non other than a form of global politics in trade competition through environmental issues.

REDD is conspicuously trying to hamper the development of timber estates, restrict pulp industries and obstruct national palm oil industries on the pretext of the environment, he said.

