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Merauke, Nov 26 (ANTARA): Forestry Minister MS Kaban said industrialized countries owed Indonesia about Rp5-6 trillion because it was able to reduce its tree felling by 5.5 million cubic meters of its production forests this year.

"We have 12 million cubic meters of potential production forests to be cut annually, but this year the government only proposed to the House of Representatives to cut 9.1 million cubic meters. Of the 12 million cubic meters potential, we only cut 6.5 million cubic meters. So, we have a difference of 5.5 million cubic meters of trees which were not cut down," the minister said.

He said that Indonesia should ideally get a compensation from advanced nations in the form of incentives for reforestation.

The Kyoto Protocol allows developing countries to host green projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean Development Mechanism.

In return, the developing countries may trade tons of carbon reduction to developed nations that have binding targets to cut emissions. Carbon educations are worth up to US$10 a ton.

The problem is that so far no advanced nation has provided incentives for Indonesia which has tried its best to preserve its forests, particularly its conservation forests, he said.

The minister said Indonesia only needed to develop nine million hectares of timber estates (HTI) to meet the need of its national timber industry for raw materials.

Indonesia is now working together with 11 other countries with rain forests to fight for incentives in compensation of their efforts to preserve forests and reduce carbon emissions.

"Indonesia is offering a mechanism called the reduction of Emissions from Deforestation in Developing Countries (REDD) where advanced states are requested to provide incentives for developing countries which host rain forests," the minister said.

On the occasion the minister also mentioned an unfair attitude of the developed nations they often showed with regard to climate change.

He said that two relatively advanced countries, Malaysia and Singapore were often unfair when Indonesian haze from Kalimantan and Sumatra entered into their land.

They lodged a protest when the haze came, but kept quiet when illegal logs from Indonesia entered. They even accepted and gave them labels to look legal.

Kaaban said oil and coal fired to operate industries in developed nations had triggered major global warming, raising the world's temperature by 1-1.5 degrees Celsius above the normal level.

