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Text of report by Indonesian newspaper Suara Merdeka website on 21 November

This article reported that State Minister for the Environment Rachmat Witoelar said one of the main initiatives that Indonesia will be campaigning for at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) meeting in Bali will be financial assistance to countries possessing vast areas of forest in return for forest conservation efforts.

"What we will be campaigning for in Bali is Reducing Emissions from Deforestation in Development (REDD). This is the most important item on the programme for Indonesia and other countries which have tropical rainforests," he said.

Witoelar explained that if the proposal is agreed to, Indonesia and other countries with rainforests will receive funds from countries and international institutions which have an interest in conserving the forest. He said that with such an initiative in place, forest conservation would bring greater benefit to Indonesia than logging.

Witoelar reportedly cited Bengkulu as an example of the potential benefits of the initiative. Ceasing exploitation of the forest in Bengkulu, which has more than 1 million hectares of forest, could earn Indonesia around USD 20 million in compensation per year.

Witoelar reportedly explained that the funds would be distributed among the districts, and that the amount of funds involved would be dramatically larger than those given by the central government through the national budget.
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