HD    Government to announce negotiators for Bali meet

BY    Adianto P. Simamora , The Jakarta Post, Jakarta

PD    20 November 2007

The government is set to announce the members of its negotiating team for the upcoming climate change conference in Bali on Tuesday -- two weeks before international negotiations begin in early December.

Agus Purnomo, head of the national committee preparing for the Bali conference -- taking place from Dec. 3 to Dec. 14. -- said Indonesia would have 70 negotiators in the 800 or so sessions which will further hammer out the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

"Hopefully, State Minister of the Environment Rachmat Witoelar will sign a decree on the team tomorrow (Tuesday)," Agus, who is also special assistant to the minister on international environment issues and partnership, told The Jakarta Post on Monday.

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has appointed former environmental minister Emil Salim as team chair.

"Emil has finished selecting members of the negotiation team based on names proposed by the relevant ministries," said Agus.

"These names have been submitted to Pak Rachmat for approval."

A source at the state ministry said the office had submitted 135 names to Emil.

Among others on the team are Masnellyarti Hilman, deputy minister for natural resource conservation and environmental control and Sulistyowati, deputy assistant on climate change impact control -- both from the environment ministry; and Wahjudi Wardojo, head of the forestry research and development agency at the forestry ministry.

Masnellyarti was head of Indonesia's negotiation team at the previous treaty conference in Nairobi last year.

UNFCCC rules require parties to the climate change talks to announce their negotiators before Oct. 30.

Emil previously said there was a delay because he was waiting on the final report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the highest scientific body on climate change issues.

Saturday, just after the conclusion of a meeting in Spain, IPCC issued a report describing the evidence for human-induced climate change as "unequivocal".

According to the report, greenhouse gases in the atmosphere will result in an average rise in sea levels of 1.4 meters.

It also called on the U.S. and China to play a more constructive role in combating climate change.

The report will be formally presented at the Bali conference.

Indonesia will bring four issues to the table: the Bali road map, the adaptation fund, technology transfer and reduction of emissions from deforestation in developing countries (REDD).

Negotiators at the Bali meet are set to map out the future of the global climate treaty and decide how to intensify cuts in carbon emissions beyond 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol expires.

