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Economic policy: Indonesia takes a lead on forests and climate change

LENGTH: 207 words

Indonesia is taking a leading role in developing an alliance of eight forest nations ahead of the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, which will take place in Bali in December. The conference will review a report on Reduced Emissions from Deforestation, which considers how to include emission cuts from preserved forest areas within the global carbon-trading system. Such 'avoided deforestation' is excluded from the global carbon market established by the Kyoto Protocol for the period running to 2012. The so-called Forest Eight (F8)--Indonesia, Brazil, Cameroon, Congo-Brazzaville, Costa Rica, Gabon, Malaysia and Papua New Guinea--are calling for its inclusion post-2012, and are proposing the establishment of a fund to provide incentives for developing countries to preserve their forests, in recognition of the value that forests have in sequestering carbon dioxide and mitigating global warming. Greenhouse gases generated through deforestation are the second-largest source of global emissions. This source of pollution has made Indonesia the third-largest emitter of greenhouse gases, after the US and China, according to a report published by the World Bank and the British Government in March 2007. 
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