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Emissions cuts: Rich nations 'must pay more'; 

Poorer countries should get better price for not cutting down rainforests: Yudhoyono
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IN BOGOR (WEST JAVA) - INDUSTRIALISED nations should play a greater role in helping developing countries reduce carbon emissions and mitigate the effects of climate change, says Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. 

Speaking at the opening of an informal ministerial meeting on climate change yesterday, Dr Yudhoyono also called on developed countries to pay 'a better price' to rainforest nations for not cutting down their trees.

'Major economic powers should be faithful to their commitments under the current and future climate regimes,' he said.

'Developing countries, on the other hand, should participate voluntarily in reducing their national greenhouse gas emissions according to their national circumstances.'

Attended by representatives of 36 countries including Singapore, China, Germany, Japan and the United States, the two-day meeting aims to set the stage for the United Nations summit on climate change in Bali in December.

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) is expected to push forward new initiatives to reduce global carbon emissions after the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.

Dr Yudhoyono said developed countries could provide resources, environmentally- sound technologies and financial support to poorer countries that are ill-equipped and ill-prepared to mitigate and cope with the impact of climate change.

'Many developing nations are already promoting and implementing measures to reduce emissions as well as to adapt to and cope with the impact of climate change,' he said.

'Nevertheless, the situation calls on the developing nations to do more.'

They need to come up with initiatives such as fiscal and regulatory policies and market-oriented arrangements to reduce the costs of mitigation and adaptation as well as to help mobilise investment for the efforts, he said.

Countries with large tracts of tropical rainforests such as Indonesia, where forest areas equivalent to 300 football fields are reportedly being destroyed every hour, need to work on ways to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation.

But these countries must be compensated by being paid a fair 'market price' by developed nations for protecting their forests so they do not have to shoulder the heavy economic burden, Dr Yudhoyono said.

Earlier, Indonesian Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar, who is also UNFCC president, said that developing countries are seeking incentives from US$5 (S$7.40) to US$15 per hectare of forest protected, which will be used for reforestation.

'Indonesia has a lot of forests, and we need international funds to help us with reforestation,' Mr Witoelar said yesterday.
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